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When much of Truth is intricate to trace, 
And the mind shuns too confident to be ; 
When conscience owns that, though from Heav'nly Grace 
Fair Wisdom's light is sued on bended knee, 
Much, yet, remains obscure ; 
Then, prudent. Reason's dictates hear ; 

Thej will to easier scanned degree 
Reduce, by demonstrations clear. 
The sum of what is dim to see, 
By, first, subtracting from it what is plain and sure. 

Consummate skill this glorious universe 

Hath planned : who doubteth it ? none but the fool; — 
Bright structures which nought finite can rehearse, 
Far less hath carv'd them with mechanic tool, 
Or wrouglit by arm of flesh. 
Where dwellbth, then, their architect ? 

Not, surely, in the sea ; where school 
Too rigid from wild song collect 
Grave sages did from lodgings cool 
Make Neptune rise aghast his rebel surge to thresh.^ 

Nor dwelleth, sure, th' All Potent underneath 
The earth's dull crust, as bards of Pluto sang, 

In myth ; nor, on its surface, wildest heath, 

Hundreds of leagues its breadths, clouds overhang 
Th' Eternal Throne to screen : 



(1) Orayiter commotas, et alto 
ProBpiciens, summa placidam caput extalit unda. 
Quoi ego JSneid i. 130 ei 189. 
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Nor drearsome voids, by icebergs shored,* 
Wliich ne'er have felt the anchor's fang ; 

Nor Afric's sands, wide, unexplored, 
Barred up from man by killing pang 
Of thirst, can of the Godhead Glory be the scene. 

All this ev'n Reason kens ; and thence concludes, — 

Where else can All creating Majesty 
Its palace courts in radiant amplitudes 
More fitly find than through yon azure sky. 
Beyond all starry rays ? 
Thence trav'lleth light : not sun nor moon 

Its beams originate ; from on high 
Illumined, they transmit the boon ; 
Like reservoirs, its wealth supply ; 
Like burnished mirrors, each the onward gift conveys. 

Hail, rich benignity, that gift of light ! 

Worthy of Deity ! sweet pledge of love ! 
And myriad myriad eyes, all gleaming bright. 
Created ev'ry where its joys to prove, 
Ev'n down in Ocean's bed ! 
Truly to Sacred Page by this 

To yield accord it doth behove, 
Which telleth how, in world of bliss, 
" They need no candle ; light above 
The sun or moon doth there its clearer lustre shed." 

Lo, the first lesson, then, in Truth is here ; 
Here safely may the first aspirings rise : 
Begin thy piety, O soul sincere ; 

With adoration view the orb filled skies 
And teeming earth around ; 
Thyself, thy frame one part of it ; 

Look on, and love ; admire, and fear ; 
Thirst afler Deity ; commit 

Tljy way thereto ; nor thought severe 
Thereof, but loving, filial, in thy midst be found. 

(1) The very learned but very eccentric Postel is, I think, the only writer 
who has proposed the theory that the site of the Eden Paradise was the 
North Pole. What a plausible encouragement to such an enthusiasm of 
fancy might the Aurora Borealis well be supposed to render ! 



Digitized 



by Google 



Creation be thy primer Truth unto ! 

It is a. full one ; read it night and morn ; — 
The bending flowV, of ev'ry form and hue ; 
The huge oak, product from the cupped acorn ; 
The creatures in the sea ! 
Two hundred thousand kinds of plant 

This earthly sphere's bright face adorn ; 
And doubly fold, — fly, beetie, ant, — i 
Are in their blooms or foliage bom ; 
While o'er its thousand hills all behemoth ran f^. 

Look forth, look down, o'er yon wide rolling deep, 

And think what million eyes have sight therein ; 
What countless forms its waves and caverns keep. 
In beauty strange ; testaceous, coralline ; 
Crustaceous stranger still ! 
The pearl of price the diver's hand 

Shall from the beds of ocean win ; 
While many a stream its golden sand 
And many a gem rolls ruthless in : 
O myst'ry ! precious gems, what came ye to fulfil ? 

Look ev'rywhere ; the serpent's giant fold. 

The king of beasts, the humbling, mimic ape. 
The gloworm's lamp or firefly's light behold ; 
The nurt'ring com, or strength reviving grape, 
The mountain's heights survey : 
From ev'ry hill, from ev'ry dale. 

From ev'ry inlet, creek, or cape. 
From ev'ry tongue one strain prevail. 
From ev'ry heart one vow escape, — 
* The Mind that plann'd the worlds be lauded every day !' 

Contrast with this the puny skills of man : 

Callicrates, Myrmecides, engage 
Our smile : beneath a fly's wings, lo, ye can 

Build a complete quadrigal equipage ; 
Elegiac couplet write 

(1) Westwood, Entom. Text Book, p. 54. 
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Id gold on seed of sesamum ! ^ 

Great Homer's Iliad, ev'ry page, 
To Omega from Alpha, some 

Accomplish'd penman of that age, 
Whose name, nathless, is lost, could in a nut endite.^ 

Poor exploits those ! " No such performances," 
Ev'n ^lian writes, though fond of wonders, men's, 
" Would any wise man praise :" his words are these ; — 
'^ Neutrum, methinks, laudav'rit sapiens : 
Quid enim aliud sunt 
Quam temporis jactura they ?" ^ 
Yet, Israel's legislator pens,* 
One pious laud you render may 

When man beyond his comrades kens 
Clever and sharp to prove instead of dull and blunt : — 

' It is the gift of Heav'n :' " Bezale-el, 
Aholiab I have with wisdom filled, 
In cu^ning work, in gold, in silver, well. 
In brass, in stones, in timber carving skilled 
All workman's work to do." 
Man is a creature form'd from dust ; 

Say, can he wond'rous fabrics build, 
Combine or sever, pierce the crust 

Of earth in mines, carve, garnish, gild ? 
Who gave that skill be praised, then goodly is the view. 

Some solace, too, let human work suggest : 

Is it thy plaint, O soul, thou canst not find 
A Heav'nly Presence for thy joy and rest ? 
One av'nue, sure, is here; th' Eternal Mind 
Is in the works declar'd. 
Could Phidias, or Praxiteles, 

Parrhasius, Zeuxis, each in kind 
Of art he plied, to rapture please 

When they were long to dust consigned ; 
Unseen be well nigh lov'd for th' work's they had prepared ? 

(1) ^lian, Var. Hist. 1. i. 17. (2) Plin. Hist. Mundi, tIL 21. 

(3) iBlian, Latine ; Vulteios. (4) Exod. xzxL 
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Can Homer's reader realize the bard 

Though never seen, or Cic'ro's love the sage ? 
Read Plato or Plutarch, and is it hard 

T* admire the mind which beams in ev'ry page, 
And them it brightened bless ? 
Then let the works, O child of man, 

Of Deity thy haste assuage 
Itself to grasp ; right well &ej can 
Thy study and thy search engage 
For this first iidbnt stage of thy Divine prc^ess. 
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Admitted, then, what, indeed, few deny 

When conscience reigns, — ^a deitt there is ; 
Reason, thou shalt a harder task now try ; 
Deem'st thou 'tis deity* or deities, — 

Thrones many or a throne? 
What else than testimony giv'n 

Through tongue inspired, or utterances 
Audible from the height of heav'n, 
Or visions seen in extacies 
Of saintly minds, could e'er such truth to man make known? 

Yet, Reason here, too, help affords, though less ; 

For this is Truth transcendent to discern. 
'Tis much, — all ages Unity confess 

God in, and ancient brighter than modern 
That faith have testified : 
And as all times all nations too, 

If to their earliest creeds we turn. 
Have seem'd the Uninum'nal view 
As from one origin to learn ; 
Though some have blindly added fond conceits beside. 

The Vedas, when their issues first began. 

Ere commentators found them senses new. 
Told clearly One Great Grod.* The stem Koran 
One Alia breathes. The Targums of the Jew 
All teach the like believ'd. 
Will any plead that Greece or Rome 

" Gods many or lords many " knew ? 
'Tis plain, their best prose writers from, 
That such their poets misconstrue ; 
Myths fig'ratively writ too lit'rally received.* 

(1) " The real doctrine of the whole Indian Scripture is the Unity of the 
Deity." "I suspect what savours of Polytheism to be of more modem 
date."— Colebrooke. 

(2) Ne hoc quidem crediderunt Jovem qualem in Capitolio et in ceteris 
ssdibus colimus, mittere manu fulmina, sea eundem quern nos Jovem intel- 
ligunt, custodem rectoremque universi, animum ac spiritum, mundani hiyus 
operis dominum et artificem. Hie est causa causarum, ko,— Seneca Nat. Q. 
L ii. 45. 
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Were there more Dynasties Divine than One, 

Might we not signs of more than One Will see, 
Ev'n touching earth, or aught on high new done 
Through some supernal contrariety, — 

Some quench'd or new lit star ? 
Would seasons for six thousand years 
Prove ever genial ? would the sea, 
The earth, the skies, would all the spheres 
And firmaments keep harmony 
If there were Many Wills, which differ might and jar ? 



Weigh we the arg'ment philological ; 

Good weight it hath : our Saxon symbol God, 
Which designates the King Celestial, 

Is, doubtless, cognate to the Eastern Hhod, — * 
The num'ral First or One : 
The Chaldee, Arabic, Hebrew 

Thereby, with Aleph, Waw, or Yod, 
Tell Unity2 ; the Syriac, too. 

Is cognate, and the Persian Chod :^ 
While Gath in agathos doth the same fountain own> 



Can there be more than One Omnipotence ? 

That question, grave, hath been much overpassed : 
No writer touches it. Why not ? Defence 
Is needed, sure, 'gainst overthrow so vast 
As the polythgist aims ! 
Defend we, then, as well as plead 

By themes affirmative : make fast 
Truth's fortress where it seems to need 
New cheer to brave the specious blast 
Which summons it to yield to EiTor's fairest claims. 



(1) TtlM per aphseriain TJl (2) S^f or i^' 



(3) If I recollect rightly. Sir Wm. Drummond, in his Origenes, dissecta 
the name Ohedorlaomer, king of Elam, i. e. of Persia, into " Qod of Light, 
the Emir or Supreme." 

(4) Hence an excellent sense attaches itself to that probatory question,— 
r callest thou me good ? there is none good but One, that is God." 



"Why< 
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* Was your One God,' — shall the poljtheist boast, — 

' Before he made the worlds irom Chaos rude, 
Or Chaos' self, or the angelic host, 
An occupant of boundless solitude 
From past eternity ? 
Why liv'd he ? what good work to do ? 

None were to whom he could do good : 
No universe he had to view, 

Nor had for countless ages view'd ; 
No heav'n wherein to dwell, no palace in the sky ?' 

Let reason judge : when festive, social joy, 

Domestic, nay, connubial, poets made 
Part happiness of gods, then, base alloy, 

Rude boist'rous rev'llings their high courts degrade 
And coarse carousal glee. 
While limping Vulcan bears the cup, 

When Juno's slang by threats is stayed. 
Peals of huge laughter are set up : 

Great Jove the tyrant's part had played. 
And hurled him prone from heav'n to Lemnos in the sea.^ 

If Godhead always true existence had ; 

If the Supreme the Christian church adores 
Hath lived for ever ; think not thoughts so sad 
Of his first lone estate : through wider doors 
Chaste Fancy's flight allow : 
If De'ty no conmiencement knew, 

Then in a sense it is not mad 
To deem without commencement too 
The works which make all Nature glad ; 
The word could make them aye as well as make them now. 

If the Eternal Will could always will, 

It always could pronounce * Let creatures be.' 

If Skill Supreme bright orbs to form and fill 
Had no beginning, no nativity. 

Bright orbs could always roll : 



(1) Iliad 1. L 599. 
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And who can tell but many a time, 
Like plants from rearing nursery, 

Their tenants have to realms sublime 
Translated been when high decree 
Hath ended finite heav'ns, and rolled them like a scroll ? 

Our brightest views of happiness affirm 

That goodness is the brightest beam therein ; 
Its summit, so, God's goodness to a woi*m, 
And upwards thence to all his All ' within. 
To angels or to men : 
Yet, till some universe should first 

Its ways of worlds and needs begin, 
Ev'n Godhead's self might vainly thirst • 

In goodness happiness to win : 
There could no kindness be no lack nor needers when. 

It must be so : each radiant attribute 

Which man attributes to th* Almighty Mind 
Its needers needs : do finite minds impute 
That God is gracious, just, forgiving, kind ? 
There must be whom unto. 
Is he Omniscient ? depths must lurk 

His penetrating glance can find : 
Omnipotent ? a kingly work 

Of huge expanse, before, behind. 
Around, above, beneath, his pow'r must have to do. 

Was God eternally alone? it aids 

The Trinitarian Faith to muse thereon : 
Though shrouded in impenetrable shade 

That myst'ry yet, yet, deem we Each Person 
Could Each felicitate : 
^' Then was I daily his delight ; 

By him, and with him ;" Solomon 
In mystic words doth richly write, — 
(His fellow, his companion, — ) 
" Before he did the worlds or aught in them create." « 

(1) To nay, Gr. apud philoBophis; "Totum, mondiu" with Cicero. 
•' Totui in toto, imo ver^ ips^ Totum."— PK«. N. H, M, 1. ii. 1. 
(2) Prov. viii. 
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*' Before all worlds B^otten " — ^Creeds affirm ; 
Some little erring, though intending well : 
" Eternal Filiation " is the term 

Whereby divines the sacred tenet tell. 
It is not, strictly, so. 
Surely, the title " Son '* applies 
To the great Grod-Man miracle ; 
" Begotten " telling in what wise 

That Son did in the Virgin dwell ! 
Such terms the Birth in Flesh by prelibation shew. 

The lack of light herein hath jeoparded 
^ Somewhat the doctrine of a God Triune : 

What seers or saints of old or wi'ote or said 
Of " Son of Man " to be begotten soon 
Was warp'd to " Son of God." 
One Divine Person came on earth 

Incarnate ; measureless the boon ; 
But sonship came by mundane birth ; 
Let not its date nor place impugn 
That High One's dateless life in his divine abode. 

Like error hath obtained concerning Him 

The Word the Holy Ghost doth designate ; — 
One Person in th' Eternal Elohim, 

Yet, * Son and Father him originate,' — 
As Creeds would represent : 
The error is, — the Word doth this 

Of his outpour'd procession state ; 
But they the right appliance miss. 
And to his essence make relate, 
Though he o'er face of first abyss of Chaos went. 

But I have touch'd on mysteries sublime. 

And fain the tent would rear and near them stay : 

Leave we them not until at the same time 
Our feeble offering of praise we pay. 

And love, and thank, and awe : 
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Spurit Most High, our Life, all praise ! 

And, Prince of light, that cam'st in clay. 
Great Elohim, Ancient of Days, 

All praise ! all diank ! and grant we may . 
Hereafter in thy kingdom fully learn thy Law. 

One parting thought hereto : who fain refer 

The Sonship to the Essence worlds before ; 
The Sp'rit's procession of his source aver ; 
Yet, Each as God that ever was adore ; 
God's universe explain ; 
For then with it so might it be 

As with those Origins of yore ; — 
Both real, but real eternally, 

Both real, but real from evermore : 
Coeval, thus, with God his universe domain. 

I cite not now the testimony borne 

Inspir'd, that One Great Builder framed and guides 
The mighty fabrics which the heav'ns adorn. 
And all that ev'ry where all space besides 
May in wide womb conceal : 
Such evidence shall bring the aid 
The Sacred Treasury provides 
When inquest in due course is made, 
Anon, how equity decides 
Reason in duty ought with Written Word to deal. 

Meanwhile, one stricture yet : man need not learn 
In this first stage of being Truth entire : 

Cameades was right ; — * all to discern 

At once in all things were too high t' aspire ; 
Submit to some suspense :' ^ 

(1) The principle of the Suspension of Jadgment which was held and 
maintained by the Academy School is too well known to need any statement 
of it here. Begun to be discerned and advocated by those two great 
teachers, the martyr son of Sophroniscus whom the Delphic Oracle pro- 
nounced to be the ''wisest of mankind/* and his meek minded though 
almost supematurally gifted scholar and successor, concerning whom Oicero 
made that notable avowal—'* I had rather be in error with Plato than see 
dearly with some/' this invaluable beam of light approached, perhaps, 
the nearest to its most luminous radiance when Cameades, the " illustrious" 
Cameades, promulgated that most consolatory because most veritable view 
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With grateful heart digest, improve 

What has been giv'n ; but wisdom higher 
Than flesh could bear, light beyond love, 
Let not thy murm'ring heart desire ; 
Thoushalt have brighter light when thou art summoned hence. 

Dimly thou seest, nay, thou seest not, 

The frailest frames which round thee live and are ; 
Know'st thou what earth hath in its centre got. 
Or what is, or is doing in, yonder star ? 
Canst thou ^eir number tell ? 
And would'st thou claim the thrones to count 

God hath in light ; or, thence afar, 
Sift forth and certify th'. amount 
Of cherubim that wheel his car. 
Or what angelic quires in radiant access dwell ? 

They tell us now their instruments detect. 
Beyond our System, Systems numerous ; 
One writes ^^ three thousand " such ; and them connect, 
Or, rather, sever, dark as Erebus, 
Huge latitudes between. 
What if each had its Deity 

It were surmis'd ? and what that, thus. 
Of Gods there were infinity ? 
Our Record only tells, — " to us ^ 
" One only God there is," or will be, or hath been. 

Say not it is so ; nay, nor, ev'n judge 
It likely may be so : affirm, at most. 
The possibility, nor, tim'rous grudge 

To Bounteous Dynasties a countless host 
Through boundless range to be. 
Extatic thought ! bright scene to reach 

Therewith ! doth our one System boast 
One King of Glory ? Systems, each. 
Which all to number, thought, thou dost 
In vain essay — can each have its Divinity ? 

of human life that " Probability is motive enough for right conduct in it, 

and 80 for the pursuit of happiness." Put this mto New Testament lan- 

guaice, and what is it but the sentiment, " We walk by faith, not by sight?" 

(1) 1 Cor. Tiii. 6. 
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What harm were in the thought ? one universe 
If this be, ours, with light effulgent fraught, 
In Him rejoicing whose high praise rehearse 
Not seraphs duly can, why rash the thought, — 
Can there be myriads such ? 
That Deities high realms may rule 

All numbering past though it were taught, 
Space of such universes full 
As this of worlds, why duly ought 
The poet's flight have blame such theme with awe to touch ? ^ 

Not baseless utterly 'twere thus to deem : 

There might be fellowship those Pow'rs among ; 
That God was lone before all worlds would seem 
Thus wrenched as cavil from the fi'oward tongue 
That uttereth proud things : 
And if 'tis goodness, brightness, joy. 
One universe from Chaos wrung, 
Why not such fabrics multiply. 
And each have bliss from, and belong 
To, its own Source of bliss, — its own great King of kings ? 

Cease, cease, my lyre, that string to ver>»erate ; 

The theme surpasses thy yet infant strain : 
Cease, until clearer ray illuminate. 

And this first life for higher prowess train, 
From bands of flesh set free : 
'Till then that wisdom is the best, — 

The best that man on earth can gain, — 
In good doxology confessed, 
In doctrine Trinitarian, — 
" To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost all praise and glory be ! " 



(1) The reader will please to give tbe full extent of the poet's license to 
this idea. 
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There is to us One God : this is received 

By Reason, when its best it hath assayed 
The Truth to learn : this is by it believed 
First rule of Wisdom : now let it be weighed, — 
Hath He made known His Will ? 
Say, hath he given mankind a Law, 

So surely his that loved, obeyed 
It ought to be, and holy awe 

Its breaking dread ? and is it made 
Plain by it right from wrong, and good and well from ill ? 

Happy the heart, rich sign of heav'nly grace. 
Which truly feels in its inmost recess, 
' O teach me what is right ! fain would I trace, 
And, having traced, fulfil all righteousness !' 
Most precious is that thirst. 
You feel, * Could I but plainly hear, 

Read, mark, and learn, not blindly guess. 
My Maker's Law, all else that's dear 
On earth should win my heart far less ; 
Of all my choicest treasures this should be the first. 

' Were it its mandate, — * Howling wilderness 
Shall be thy sojourn until Jordan's bank 
Thou reach in death ;' or, — * Thine be his distress, 
Life long, who three days down in Ocean sank 
In strange sarcophagus ; 
Or theirs who into furnaced fii*e 

Were hurl'd ; or who in dungeons dank 
Were slain, or foodless left expire ;' 
What bitter cup e'er sufierer drank. 
Or could drink, 'twere my joy, — * Be it unto me thus !' 

How freely, then, how gladly to thy heart 

Thou shalt th' High Law more fondly to thee press 

When all it claimeth is — * From sin depart, 
JCnd follow that which will thy nature bless, 
And all its errors heal ! ' 
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And blessed is that thirst ; for though 

Not fully sated here, nathless, 
While pressing on th' High God to know 

And to b' arrayed in his likeness, 
Ev'n that unsated thirst is precious joy to feel. 

Yet, is it thirst unsated ? doth no rill 

From Truth's high font this arid wild refresli ? 
Is there no Record ? doth no Heav'nly Will 
Its mandates indicate to minds in flesh ? 
Are Shasters earth-sprung all ? 
Is each " Coh amar Elohim " ^ 

Unreal, and Torah Hakkadesh ^ 
Of man a vain device or dream, 

Ev'n treading ox which, while he thresh 
His owner's corn, rememb'reth more than homed in stall ? 

Let Reason judge: let candid exercise 

Of sober thought the mighty issue try, — 
How Reason ought its fairest faculties. 

Them to the Word, the Word to them apply : 
No dubious track is here. 
Bom into sublunary scenes. 

Awhile to live, ere long to die. 
We find a Law : it tend'reth means 
To come to Heav'nly life whereby : 
How shall we prove its worth, and so its truth revere? 

Are there not lands, our land besides, which claim 

Their sacred Shasters too ? 'Tis true : yet, mark : 
In all those Records all main truths the same 

High maint'nance bear : they veil no scrupling dark 
Concerning One Great God : 
His righteous Law proclaim they, too. 

Like that which, borne in cherub'd ark. 
At Sinai its commencement drew 

From highest heaven's August Monarch, 
Who there in fabrics bright earth's desert margins trod. 



(1) 'Thus saith the Lord." (2) Holy Law. 

b2 
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A Law for creatures, Reason might expect 

Would rule their homage their Creator to : 
Would it, besides, their mutual debts direct, — 
What all to all shall, each to other, do ? 
Would Heav'n itself concern 
To legislate — * Thou shalt not steal, — 
Parents revere with rev'rence true. 
Thou shalt not kill, — nor urgings feel 
Of ill desires, nor word untrue 
Of any speak, — nor ill for good nor ill return ? ' 

It well had been no baseless fantasy, — 

Great Heav'n its Law in triple guise would give ; 
Duty to Heav'n the chiefest of the three ; 

How, too, O man, thou shalt tow'rd creatures live,- 
Mankind ? nay, creatures all. ^ 
The other phase ; — a goodly debt 

Of energies reparative 
Man oweth to himself, — ^to get, 
As though 'twere sifted in a sieve. 
His nature's wonts made pure from its once deadly faU. 

All these obediences, thought would suggest, 
Would be prescribed perfection to obtain : 
Two of the three with high, all high, behest 
From Sinai beamed, on stony tablets twain 
By finger of God writ : 
The third the Pentecostal flame 
Enkindled ; that celestial gain 
To bring the Christian Cov'nant came, — 
Thyself release from error's chain ; 
For future stage of being get thyself made fit. 

Now, if all tribes and times much like have leam'd 
The Heav'nly Law ; and if we find it so 

When mythologic imports are discem'd ; 

Why not all doubts of Heav'nly source forego 
From whence its birth it drew ? 



(1) Proy. xii. 10. 
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What would we have ? 'tis, surely, joy 
T' attempt the praise we truly owe, 
Our gifts for fellow flesh t' employ, 

To serve their weal, and soothe their woe, 
And ev'ry precious grace ourselves meanwhile ensue ! 

Trace we, nor dubiously nor dim, then, here 

The light which streameth, ev'n, from heathen page : — 
" Theos Eis, Panton Basileus, Pater, — i 

This aU attest " affirms the Tyrian sage ; ^ 
" Greek and Barbarian ; 
The dweller on the continent 

And they whose care the seas engage." 
*' Theos Up'tos,"— " Most Eminent," 
" Aristos,"— " Best,"— in later age. 
Yet, heathen still, averred the Alexandrian.^ 

" This Grod," that Tyrian writes, " to contemplate 
Ascend, ascend, the highest heaVus beyond, 
To th' home of Truth, where doth not penetrate 
Its calm dread winter's rain nor icy bond ; — 
Bright splendor ! cloudless light I * 
How shalt thou find him ? He will call ; 
Ere long will call : wait, and respond : 
Age will conduct, and Death which all 
Mean spirits dread, but Lover fond 
Of God, — Erastes, — hails, and gladdens at the sight." * 

" Fountain of Beauty, He, th' All-Beautiful 

Doth with that beauty all things beautify ; 
. Earth, as the soul's rich gilded vestibule 
Heav'n's temple unto, his benignity 

With splendor maketh bright : 
Beauty to souls, his temple from, 

His Law it is which doth supply, 
The same which, up in his kingdom, 
Ruleth in palace of the sky. 
And spirits all illumes with ever radiant light." ^ 

(1) God, One, of all fche Kins, Father. (2) Mazimus the Tyrian ; Diss. 1. 
(3) " God, the Most High, Most Good. * Hierocies, in Aurea Carmina, 
He adds, " Whom one would properly call Theos Theon, God of Gods." 
(4) Max. Tyr. Diss. 1. (5) Ibid. (6) Ibid. 
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And now, all hail our hardest theme, all hail ! 

Our deepest depth ! our loftiest height to soar ! 
We shun it not : Heaven's kindness thin the vail, 
Not lift, which hangs that wond'rous theme before. 
And Wisdom's best bestow ! 
Is it thy plaint, thou silly heart. 

That He, whom heav'nly heights adore. 
Thou canst not think would choose his part 

To HAVE IN FLESH, and CONFLICTS SORE 

Of LACK, and pain, and death in it to undergo ? 

Say, that lament, — utters it heart sincere ? 

No rebel fret in it, but feeble ray ? 
Bring we all help that stricken heart to cheer, — 

Each sane resource which thought, which Reason may 
Devise for its relief. 
And, first, ev'n hence some solace springs, — 

Innum'rous are and have been they. 
In ev'ry age, like waverings 

Who have bemoan'd, yet, vanquished lay 
At length each with'ring doubt, and joy succeeded grief. 

Cite we the Word ? one who had seen awake 

The death-clos'd eyes when four days in the grave ; 
Seen the storm stilled upon the sea-like lake. 
And Him who stilled it tread its tumid wave ; 
Mistrusts the grand Uprise : — 
" This hand into that pierced side 

To thrust shall be the proof I crave." 
Benignant Pity ! not denied 

Was that rude suit, so it might save 
From doubt, and did save, who that Rising rash denies. 
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Cite we the Word ? this rule we gather thence, — 

Doubt is not guilt when th' wish is to believe : 
To win all Truth thou ma jest with innocence 
Ponder its claims, not blindly to receive 

Smooth unction, — baseless dream : 
No sign to them who seek a sign 

That they through doubts to sin may cleave : 
But every sign shall Love Divine 
Afford to them who for it grieve 
And Truth desire that it may them from sin redeem. 

Truce, then, awhile of moods and fi-ames to treat, 
And warps of various minds : more such anon : 
This truth itself, in its own claims, 'tis meet 
We steadfast view, and prove if such whereon 
In safety we depend ; — 
A Grod Incarnate, — God in fi-ame 

Of flesh, — the Prince of Life, the Sou, — 
EncountVing death, then with " New Name," 
God-Man, — caught up unto the throne, 
And once to judge the world ! — say, what is here t' offend ? 

Now, bold impugner, do thy worst ; bring forth 

Whatc'er thou hast disparaging : nay, we 
Will tell it for thee ; for, of meanest worth 
A dispensation we esteem to be 

That bears not all inquest. 
We want no schemes fanatical 

That shun the light on timid plea ; 
No puerile myths whose marvels, all 
Or any, with Reason disagree ; 
No paradise of fools shall be our looked for rest. 

Yet, ere we brave this fight, or sword unsheathe. 
Or buckler grasp, or gird bright armour on, 

One training seemeth needed ; upward breathe 
To Heaven all rev'rent, lowliest orison 
Prowess to grant herein : 
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For native wisdom knows not God, 
Nor can discern : discoVry none 
Shall make of Him until the rod 
Of His all chaste correcti-on 
Shall make them great in gifts, that learning to begin. 

Birth from a virgin, heaven begot in her, 

Is no new theme : in many a nauseous tale 
It fills the heathen page : their Jupiter 

In royal domes, or through the past'ral vale. 
The " Benoth Adam " i knew : 
'Tis true : yet, pause ; our Virgin Birth 

Shall not to theirs its source refer ; 
But theirs they wrest, while ribald mirth, 
And lust, and all wherein they err 
They add, from th' Eden word, — what th' Woman -Seed 
should do. 

Those filthy legends, thus, of pagan lore, 

Instead of pleas against, th' Incarnate Plan, 
Vile as they are, plead for it : nay, the more 

We loathe their vice, the source whence they began 
May purer contrast claim : 
And, as the fountain, so the stream 

Is bright and clean : what candour can 
That Hymn less pure than angel's deem — 
" Great things to me," (who " know not man,") 
Who Mighty is hath done, and holy is His name ?" 

Shall it be said, — ' The Great Incarnate King 
Would come right glorious, if he came at all 
In flesh, ten thousand angels minist'ring 
At every step their aid celestial. 

In every need he found ; 
Yet, ah ! what lacks, what griefs, instead. 

What scorn and scoffings him befal ! 
A manger his first natal bed ! 

His last draught vinegar and gall ! 
While nails his members tear and thorns his temples crowned? 

(1) D*lfc«^n niS^l The daughters of man. 
T T T : 
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What answer render we ? Be not dismayed 

At such humilities : fear not to look 
Intently at them : searchfully surveyed 

Be every humbling when that High One took 

Man's form and fabric frail. 

Blink not the eye ; look not askance, 

Nor skip those narr'tives in the Book ; 
They shall that Love's esteem enhance 
Which, when it highest heaven forsook, 
Despis'd nor Virgin's womb nor Tzalm'eth's dreary vale.^ 

An ancient Formule in devout detail 

Gives proof its framers understood this right ; — 
" By thy Nativity and Fleshly Vail ; 

Thy Baptism, Fastmg, and Temptation fight ; 
Thy Pain Peritomous ; 
By all that at Gethsemane 

And Calv'ry signalised that night ; 
By Death's and Hell's brief victory. 
Then Victor Thou in heav'nly light ; 
In weal, in woe, in death, in doom, Good Lord deliver us." 

The ancient church, then, feared not to rehearse 

The lowliest stoopings of its Lord on earth ; 
Nay, held them up to wond'ring universe 
As Truth's best testimonies, from the Birth 
Until the Cross and Grave : 
So doth the Word : that multitude 

Of heav'nly host, whose hallowed mirth 
Erst filled the sky, to shepherds rude 

Had then just staked their errand's worth 
Upon the Manger sign, — " He shall his people save." 

Belike, thou reader of the Word, the blush 
Of scrupling shame most mantles on thy cheek 

When *How could King of kings' — the thought will rush 
Thy mind into — ' in filial service meek 
A manual toil fulfil ?' 
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ni^72 k^'^H Gi Tzalmaveth. The ralley of the shadow of death. 
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Disdain it not : it had its aim : 

Shrink not of it to think or speak : 

Why, once an emp'ror did the same ; ^ 
His rank unknown for many a week ; 
In British dockyard wrought ; yet, who disparage -will ? 

Let us deal fairly : pruneth not this pen 

Its plume or knib to be apologist 
For Book Inspired : the aids of wisest men 
That needeth not ; much less to smite with fist 
Of zealot ire thereby. 
Yet, reader, say : the curse of toil, 

When man from Eden was dismiss'd, 
Though instanced then in cultured soil, 
Is it the straining of sophist 
To the Great Daysman's work vicatious to apply ? 

He came to bear the curse in all its harms : 
Labour was one of these : what faith is it 
When, ev'n, the Nazareth homestead's scene alai-ms, — 
That He should at the bench of labour sit 
Who labour's ruth must bear ? 
Need is another bitterness 

The curse cup in, saith Holy Writ : 
It doth that royal branch oppress 
Of David's line : was it not fit 
Who took vicarious office all its garbs should wear ? 

Then shut not up with shame but read with joy 

Ev'n the word, — "Is this the carpenter ?" 
Nay, realize th' High Lord at that employ. 
Amazing grace ! the axe, the plane, hammer, 
And things he may have made ! 
Haply, a babe in coffin rests 

In death, made by death's Vanquisher ; 
That lot than on its mother's breasts 
To hang and smile far happier, — 
To be in such made shell to its last slumber laid. 

(1) Peter the Great, emperor of Russia. He is stated to have lived in 
disguise at the Dutch village Sardam, and there to have wrought as a car- 
penter and smith, that he might acquire the knowledge of shipbuilding for 
his countrv's improvement therein. The same has been said of him at 
Deptford, m our own land ; though this has been lately doubted. 



Digitized 



by Google 



27 

The timid heart might just as well demur 

To ev'ry proof that human element 
Was in the Great Grod-man : much furniture 
For pedant cavil thence might have its vent 
Or problems wild and odd : 
Yet who, divinely taught, sees not 

Therein vast worth and grand intent ? 
That High One learns by manhood lot 
To succour man ; while 't needs assent 
That He is Very Man as well as Very God. 

The heavenly Word takes wider pains to prove 

That He was Man than God : 'tis cheering this : 
It shews the Deity in sweetest love 
So beamed forth that wresting prejudice 
Before it cowered or ceas'd : 
As when bright lustre blazeth in 

And through some goodly edifice, 

The walled pile less heed shall win ; 

So needed have the more notice 

The fleshly frame assumed ; the Godhead rank the least. 

Signs of a human, natal frame are rife 

Throughout the Word in many stringent words : 
Ask we ' What wrought He?' Leastwise, with a knife 
Or other tool he " made a scourge with cords," 
And wielded with His hand. 
Knew that frame weakness ? felt it needs ? 
'Twas " weary," ofb the Word records : 
It " thirsts," it " hungers," suffers, bleeds ; 
Sleep not uneam'd its i-est affords ; 
It "sighs," it "weeps," it "reads ;" it "writeth on the sand." 

Follow the SuffVer to Gethsem'ne's grove ; 

See him there sweat that sweat, — great drops of blood : 
Hark to the almost prayer deep sorrow drove 

Frail nature from, — that cup, that whelming flood 
Might pass, could it so be : 
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Then the last scene : beneath the load 
He sinketh of the pond'rous wood : 

Nailed then upon it, sharper goad 
Within sent forth than crucial rood 
' That cry, — " Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani." 

One proof of Very Manhood claimeth yet 

Right careful heed ; one that is coarse and strange ; 
I think it is the ruggedest we get ; 

And fain would fiud some lawful means of change, 
Some varia lectio : 
Yet, Heav'n forbid this pen should strain 

To take so mad and gross a range 
As late that egotist's who fain 

Would ev'ry hallow'd line estrange, 
And new interpret by his own * Ita dice.' ^ 

** He spat upon the ground, and made a clay ;" 
Therewith the eyes anointed of the blind : 
You shudder : yet, not so that heaPd one : nay, 
He " worshipped ;" thence obtained believing mind 
Whence you elicit doubt. 
In other case, " Upon the eyes 

He spitteth :" blindness is a kind 
Of grief that healing, some surmise, 
B »' such a chrism the sightless find : * 
Ingenious Grotius thinks " no water was about.^ 

Certes, the Jew affirm'd that chrism's avail ; 
And " on the Sabbath," writes Maimonedes, 
" It is forbidd'n," by law traditional :* 

Grood Beza thinks '* memento 'twas to these 
How man was made from clay."* 



(1 ) The writer of the Serenth of the Seven Essays and Reviews. 

(2) Sputam oculis SBgris saluhre habehatur apad Hebrasos. -Lightfoot, 

(3) Qaia aqua ad manam non erat, lutum saliva fecit. 

(4) Prohibitum erat apud Judaeos sputum oculo illinere Sabbato, teste 
Maimonide. — lAghtfoot, 

(5) Yoluit Ohristus primi hominis ex humo macerata creationem repr»- 
•entare, docens ab eadem virtute qu& homo factus est pendere hominum 
restitationem.— ^esa. 
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Yet, lo ! a third such need and cure 
With such brave comments disagrees ; 

Not blinded sight, but deafness dure, 

And dumbness by th' same unguent flees ; 
'* He spit and touch*d his tongue :" to this what shall we say ? 

We say — These portions of the Sacred Word, 

Which we so prudely, delicately shun. 
Perhaps, the richest veins of Truth afford 

Of all the Heav'nly Mine ; with bargain one, — 
• Fastidiousness dispel : 
For, here direct th' Incarnate from 

Doth rill of heav'nly virtue run ; 
Yea, tongue to tongue ! Remember, home, 
*When they had heard what he had done, 
Yea, how he did it, said " He hath done all things well." 

When the two seers rais'd, each, the stricken child. 

Each stretch'd himself upon the lifeless frame : 
When drowsy Eut'chus with forgiveness mild 

Th' apostle rais'd, he seems t' have done the same, — 
The lifeless form embraced : 
'Twas "mouth to mouth," and "hands to hands," 

And " eyes to eyes " which then reclaim 
Like members, each, from icy bands : 
Who shall that better contact blame, — 
Dumb tongue revived by tongue which ev'ry goodness graced? 

The son of science, though religion void. 

Be umpire here to judge this if he will : 
No fnnction in the an'mal life employed 

To him is foul : fair through consummate skill 
Th' whole fabric seems to him : 
While groundless, then, through prejudice 
Aught here hath dainty minds annoyed. 
More precious intromission this 
Exemplifies could be enjoyed 
Through Manhood link by man than by bright seraphim. 
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There is a class of Scripture statemeDts which 

One stricture need in their interpreting, — 
The Son of Man, though great, and high, and rich 
In love and grace, though Lord, and Prince, and King 
They fully represent ; 
Yet, to a grade in glory less 

His dignity they seem to bring 
The Father's than ; nay, ev'n, t' express 
Himself by his own uttering 
Would seem the like without that stricture to have meant. 

'Tis here the Arian, heedless, takes the bank, 

Or drives upon the rock, with needless wreck : 
An ancient Credal, by admission frank. 

Makes darkness light ; takes ev'ry spot and speck 
From radiant Truth away : — 
" Equal with God the Godhead in ;" 
Yet, let not loyal subjects reck ; 
No vantage real shall error win. 

Nor Truth from truth meet hind'ring check, 
" Inferior in the Manhood " though that Credal say. 

Thou Great and only Potentate, thou King 

Of kings and Lord of lords, High God, yet, Man, 
Rash, rash the heart in its adventuring 

That would, ingrate, less tribute render than 
Is to thy glory due : 
As Logos, Word, thou ever hast 

Been God Most High ere worlds began ; 
But as Begotten Son thou wast 

In Manhood, such the wond'rous plan, 
Made less in might by adding feeble flesh thereto. 
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" God manifest in flesh :" perhaps, enough 
This truth hath now been dealt with partially, 
In grave details and frail mistrusts thereof : 
One Section now to its integrity : 
Are any dubious here ? 
In its entirety now we aim 

To fathom in what fair degree 
Reason is debtor to the claim 
The Truth called Christianity 
Doth make on it for trust, and use, and love, and fear. 

Born into life, and reared, anon we reach 
An age intelligent, empowered to dwell 
In rev'rent thought on all that claims to teach 
Our duty path, or challenges to tell 

What aught Supernal saith : 
Behold, a Book, which doth in all 

That seemeth excellent excel ; 
And this its matter, — God did call 
To Him the angel Gabriel, 
And sent him to this world, t' a place call'd Nazareth. 

Now, did that once take place or did it not ? 
And ev'ry sequence from it, — was it so ? 
Came thus indeed on earth the Heav'n-Begot ? 
Forty days ver'ly did he undergo 

That conflict with the fiend ? 
Walked he upon, and stilled, the sea, 

And raised the dead, and foiled the foe, 
For his most signal victory. 

In death and in the shades below ; 
Taken up then to heaven in cloud that intervened ? 
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Believe we that at that first Pentecost 

That work began, by cloven tongues of fire 
Sitting on each, — ^that work the Holy Ghost 
Doth work in soul of man, nor ever tire 

To prompt, and guide, and bless ; — 
That myriads, thus, leave off their ways 

Of sins ; and them new thoughts inspire 
In all good works to spend their days 
While here, and with desire desire 
That world of which the state is stainless perfectness ? 

Say we that ever since, thus, builded up 

The Church hath been through the enlightened earth 
Its bonds of sacrament the coenal cup, 

And laver chrism of new baptismal birth, — 
The water and the blood ? 
Say we this all from Eden's ray. 

Or pristine patriarch's aral hearth. 
Or legal types, or prophet's lay 

Wins priceless witness to its worth. 
And must at last prevail its bright resistless flood ? 

Let candour reign : upon what grounds for trust 

Receive we t£is as true, on it depend ? 
And, prefatorily ; God the All-just 
It cannot be his creatures can offend 

That, meek, those grounds they try : 
So high the stake, — a holy or 

Polluted heart ; transformed, t* ascend 
To light, or wail in darkness for 
Vast ages that shall never end ; — 
It cannot be th' All-Good would search sincere deny. 

Not like nor equal is our privilege 

To theirs of old who heard and touched and saw. 
What room for doubt when from the mountain ledge, 

Burning with fire, they heard the heavenly Law, 
And heavenly written read ? 
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What else should that five hundred from 
Th' Ascension seen but firmness draw ? 

Or, who could doubt of God's kingdom 
In heaven, who once had seen with awe 
Its em'rald throne, and felt that right hand on his head ? 

The blessed Maiy that bright countenance 
And form angelic saw, its errand heard : 
Extatic yearnings her frail fi'ame entrance ; 

Sweet grace, meek gentleness hath her rendered 

For that high prefrence fit. 

Lest much revealed should much exalt 

Though Love on one that " thorn ** conferred. 
Full faintly, if at all, that fault 
The lowly Virgin's heart entered ; 
Yet, revelation, hers, none e'er was lijte to it. 

Such portion is not ours : no scope of sense 

Extendeth now to aught celestial : 
Up as we soar sensible evidence 

Gives out and fails until it faileth all : 

There are three heavens ; the first 
We see, we hear, its volume feel ; 

It is the heaven aerial : 
To sight alone bright orbs reveal 
The second heaven, the sideral : 
All sense th' etherial heaven to reach in vain may thirst. 

Gk) in the stillness of the stillest night 

To lonest solitude ; with list'ning ears 
Look up and wait : no sound those realms of light 
Escapes ; for though the music of the spheres 
Were more than fancy's dream. 
That amiable philosopher, 

On whose rich page its hint appears. 
His own unwillingness to en- 
Proclaiming, grants nought earthly hears 
That music, though we it real womb of concord deem. 
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That author's words, albeit, 'tis curious 

To note ; — '* Immeosus, sensum aurium 
Excedens, tantse molis sonitus ; 
Circumactorum tinn'tus siderum, 
Volventium orbes ; 
Dulci et incredibili 

Suavitate concentns ;" 
Yet, " nobis intus sumus qui 
Tacitus labitur mundus :" * 
Say, was it by tradition came such thoughts as these ? 

How, then, is Truth with us ? 'tis in the Book. 

How came it there ? say, on what faith it rests. 
lioly men wrote as they their impulse took 
From Holy Spir't ; so one of them attests ; 
And so the Church receives : 
We quarrel not : too full the floor 

To fight for straws with vain inquests : 
Heartless the quirks of critic lore I 
The witness is in men's own breasts; 
Bless'd more than all is who not having seen believes. 

Yet, neither is it so : we would not ask 

A blind credulity of Yes and No ; 
Nor yield it would ourselves, ('twere nauseous task,) 

To schoolmen's Councils, claiming plain to shew 
The Canon, what it is : 



(I) The whole paragraph of Pliny may be translated for the reader thus : 
" Whether it be the immensity of the sound of so vast a mass rolled on with 
unceasinff rerticity, and by its immensity easily surpassine the sense of 
hearing, I could not, indeed, readily affirm ; no more than that the ringing 
of the stars borne onward in their rotatory courses yieldeth a harmony of 
sound of which the sweetness transcends belief ; yet, to us who dwell within 
the range of this the world glideth onward silently, days and nights alike.'* 
—N. H. M. lib. ii. 8. See, also, Plato in Orstylus, et passim ; and Philo 
JudsBus De Mundi Opificio. St Ambrose, St. Augustin, St. Isidore, &c 
leem to maintain this belief, while Basil, Irenaeus, Epiphanius, &c. reject it 
In the German translation of Pliny by JVloritz Fritsch is the following note : 
Dies war die Meinang der PythagorHer, welche die InteryaUen der Tdne in 
der Musik in den Yerhaltnissen der Planetenbahnen wiederzufinden glaub- 
ten ; und nun annahmen dass durch die grossner oder geringere Schnel- 
ligkeit der Bewegung in diesen Kreisen und T5ne entstanden <ue wegen der 
ndchsten Yollkommenheit des Wellgehaudes und die Tollkommenite Har- 
monia geben mlissten. 
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Truce about what the Canon is ! 

The streams of Truth too largely flow 
To brook such narrow boundaries ; 

Naj, rather, let the Canon go 
As ccmis belli bad, with its querimonies. 

What do I mean ? I mean that in its mass 

The Truth, as one complete, harmonious whole, 
Narrative, precept, promise, and, alas ! 

Doom of the lost, doth leave no upright soul 
In stint of safe repose : 
Consistent through vast periods. 

Wherein full forty cent'ries roll. 
Worse plagues than Ashdod's emerods 
They merit who with niggard dole 
Insult the ark, then grant it less like fi^iends than foes. 

Have at ye, here, ye seven droll champions 

Not Christendom of, but some far diflfrent 'dom, 
So-dom, or E-dom, (not the best of sons, — 
" I'll slay my brother Jacob when we come 
T' my father's dying day ;" — ) 
And worse ye are than rash Esau ; 

For, pottage for, whose rancid scum 
Your own materials, coarse, and raw. 
And indigestible, is from. 
Ye, false, your birthright sell, and would God's Israel slay : 

Aroynt ye from our midst ! your heads together 

Ye laid, if, hap, such seven might make up one ; 
And foul agreed, — ' We'll have some nov'lties : whether 
This miracle or that were really done 
We, doctors, disagree : 
To th' last Epistl' of Peter, Jude's, 
And th' Apoc'lypse of St. John, 
To Daniel's tales, and Jonah's moods. 
And Nahum's Actions value none 
Attach, for so we seven Neologists decree.' * 

(1) Sundry samples of the sceptical nostra of the "Seven Bssays and 
Reviews." 

c2 
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And various other whims your medley hath, 

Too numVous and too puerile to relate : 
* The Maker of the UnVerse paints its path 
Of progress by the onward growth and gait 
Of th' individual man : 
Yon radiant saints were babes and lads 

To us in all our manhood great :' ^ 
Soft flatt'ry now ! yet, hold ; why adds 
He not, what would its edge rebate, 
The fourth advance, — Old Age ? because 'twould spoil his plan. 

I would the Church had let your trash alone * 

Until it should have reach'd its second stage. 
And third, and fourth : its end had been its own ; 
A climax would have on a future page 

Been reach'd nought could surpass : 
To prophet's rank now Milton raise 

Ye, like as in prophetic age ? 
Inspired had then been Shakespeare's plays, 
And Byron's misanthropic rage, 
Unclean, and Cowper's John, and Butler's Hudibras. 

Have at thee now, Natal ! arithmetic. 

They tell us, was the sordid base whereon 
Erected was your fame ; and the fabric 
Is base enough built up that base upon ; 
Have at thee even there ! 
Before your present guilty raid, 

This pen, in years now past and gone, 
Its charge presumptuously laid ^ 
Against for the Extracti-on 
The Rule your Book prescribes of th' Cube Root and the Square. 

(1) The First of the Seven Essays. 

(2) Nevertheless, I must confess that I do not feel the alarm which many 
feel at the publication of error. To answer it is better than to suppress it. 
I, for one^ in my humble sphere, declined to add my signature to those 
which were extensively circulated calling for the enforcement of the stem 
exercise of episcopal power. Answer error satisfactorily with exhibitions of 
Truth; and it becomes a means for good rather than hurt : it breaks up the 
fallow ground of listless indifference, and, though itself but vile excrement, 
yet, as tillage, fits it for the reception of precious seed. 

(3) In the Salisbury Journal some fourteen years ago:— I believe there is 
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At fault in figures then, in figures still 

111 figuring, thy figures also now 
Be here arraign'd : — * A man, you wiite, shall fill 
A space in throng of two feet square ; so, how 
Could Israel Moses hear ?' 
Mark a square yard upon the ground ; 

Take nine, nay, twelve good Zulus thou 
And range them in't : it shall be found, — 
Thou shalt thyself the fact allow, — 
Ground is for them, but not for your complaint severe. 

And so, good now, six hundred thousand men 

Can in a circled furlong find their place : 
Set Moses midst ; one hundred yards and ten 
T' his farthest auditor shall be the space. * 
Agree, then, my good Sir ; — 
We'll wage to place two million ears 

Which all shall hear if you, with face 
Bedew'd, we trust, with sorrow's tears. 
Will there confess, — 'twere no disgrace, — 
* I have done wrong ; forgive the Bible slanderer.' 

not one Manual of Arithmetic extant but is similarly defective. They all 
follow their predecessors. Colenso has done the same. What is the error, 
then, or defect of which we complain ? Let us take Walkinghame's Eule 
for the extraction of the Square Root as the basis of our stricture, inasmuch 
as he has most unreservedly stated it ; yet, they are all really alike ; Colenso 
has garbled but not repaired tlie defect. The first rule given is : " Point 
the given number, beginning at the unit's place, then to uie hundreds, and 
so upon every second figure throughout." It should have been : " Point 
the given number, beginning at the unit's place, and then upon every alter- 
nate figure." This, however, were a trifle; let us come to tne Third Rule : 
*' Double the quotient, and place it for a divisor on the left hand of the 
resolvend ; nek how often the divisor is contained in the resolvend, and put 
the answer in the quotient.'* This is where the error lies. There should be 
added—" Sometimes the figure put in the quotient will require to be one, 
two, or, even, three units less than the divisor is contained times in the 
resolvend, regard being had prospectively to the addition to be made to the 
subtrahend by the multiplying of that figure by itself when added to the 
divisor." The same principle is needful to be applied to the Rule for the 
extraction of the Cube Root, sundry difierences in the method being, of 
course, kept in view. 

(1) The reader may easily make trial of the correctness of this statement 
by arithmetical calculation ; and, likewise, of the extent to which a clear 
utterance of the voice is audible. The writer has put this latter to the test; 
and has proved that at a distance of 220 yards the hearer can hear what is 
spoken. Admit this as the radius of the circle, and in it, at, even, nine to 
the square yard, the arithmetician will find that 1,368,480 hearers might 
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Have at thee, Renan ! shall't be now pursued ? 

No, no : St. Dunstan's fights be none of mine ! 
Much rather I to th' prudence which St. Jude 
Of archangelic Prince relates incline. 
And from them stand aloof : 
I am not for the pincers feat ^ 

With taste or bravery endued ; 
A brimstone fuming foe to meet 
I am not fain ; so thus conclude, — 
Satanic hate like this bewrays its own reproof. 

But, 'moto ludo, this digression done, 

I aim'd to say that when these Lucians 
Of Christian times, that loveless Heptagon, 
(For not one line of love their book contains,) * 
Have done the worst they dare ; 
Though, ev'n, like leeches they should suck 

And spew away Truth's feebler veins ; 
Nor should the Lord his right hand pluck 
His bosom from ; yet, Truth remains 
Abundant, in its mass, and plenty yet to spare. 

find their places. This, however, is, of course, omitting all consideration of 
the assistance which might be rendered by Joshua, Caleb, or others in 
passing onward the sentences ; and it is to take no refuge in the promise 
contained Exod. iv. 10—16, which it. surely is not too much to apply to the 
volume of the voice as well as its volubility. In the stillness of the New ' 
Forest I have myself distinguished words uttered at a distance of half a mile, 
and have comprehended reading at a distance of 225 yards. The gentlemen 
of the Hunt know well that there is a man, one Peckham, in the Forest, 
whose vocal signal is understood by them across a valley at a distance of 
nearly two miles. In a close throng, moreover, 12 persons would stand in 
every square yard. 

(1) The monkish legends have it that Dunstan with red hot pincers seized 
the arch-fiend by the nose. 

(2) I believe this will be found to be a fact, that although there is in the 
volume of the Seven Essays plenty of self conceit and dogmatism, there is 
not a lino which discovers a spirit of true philanthropy or of heavenly love. 
Is not this greatly the case m most writing wherein new systems and 
opinions are too confidently asserted and mamtained ? If the spirit of the 
writer is not benevolent, nay, rather, somewhat malevolent, is it aot at once 
discouraging to any reception of the " res novas " which he takes it upon 
him to propose ? The hatred to the Author of the Christian Faith which 
the book of Eenan so poignantly betrays is in every way so inexcusable as to 
carry with it the antidote to its own venom ; or, rather, as in instances of 
over-poisoning, it destroys its own efficacy. The only fit answer, if any, to 
such a book would be such as Wagenseirs " Telea Ignea Satanss " to the 
" Toldoth Jesu." 
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Yet, needless, such sarrender : Scripture all 

Is well attested ; better, quite, than are 
All human records which we Hist'ry call : 
** Witness of God with that of men compare ;" 
'Tis gold compared with dross. 
The cavils those assailants bring 

Are groundless, ignVant, wild, unfair : 
Themselves yet once in sutifering 
May rue, and fain the harm repair 
By buying back their books like the mad Earl of Ros.^ 

I think the secret of true peace of mind, 

In Heavenly Testimony is to see 
The proper mean between submission blind 
And oral, visual, sensual certainty : 
In this humanity 
" We walk by faith and not by sight ;" 
Behold the plan ; contented be : 
Yet, * What is Faith ? what is its right 
Provision, province, agency ?' 
To all true peace and joy this wisdom is the key. 

An adage,saith, " To see is to believe :" 

'Tis most untrue : let disk of telescope 
Or vital retina once plaia receive 

The forms and fabrics of supernal hope, — 
The throne celestial ; or. 
The cloud, the dark or azure sky. 

Once cleave apart, some window ope' 
Heav'ns courts into ; its canopy 
Once render on its vaulted slope 
One truth in fi'ry type, and faith were faith no more. 

"To see is to believe?" 'tis most untrue ; 

For unbelief then worst hath been the fault 
When eye hath seen : old Mizraim's king and crew 
Saw signs enough throughout the heav'nly vault ; — 
The night, the fire, the hail. 

(1) I hare, I fear, too mnch strained the elision, but my rhyme was im- 
peratiye in its demand. The ccutra or ceaster, or cheater was, of oourse, a 
DAZon increment^ and I hare only anglicised by my elision JRoibii into Bos. 
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The maids, the father then transgress, 
The wife just turn'd to shaft of salt : 

Around then* calf all Israel press. 
And dance, and sing, and somersault, 
While glory round the mount doth ev'ry where prevail. 

Be well content, then, not by sight to walk : 

Or, to " see darkly here as through a glass :" 
Or, (right that text, not as th' unlearned talk. 
Translate, — ) " reflected as on burnish'd brass 
To see in enigma."^ 
Some tokens let our verse suggest, 
Not all, perhaps, of equal class. 
Yet, all confirming it is best 
In twilight dim this life to pass, 
Then momentary night, then clear, eternal day. 

Look, how reduc'd to us is yonder star ! 
A solar system to a twinkling point ! 
To reach at all bright firmaments afar 

In vain we would these eyes of fiesh anoint 
With gold or amber rare.^ 
Creatures our sight discerneth not 
Are real in ev'ry form and joint : 
Demand not, then, a wiser lot 

Than what benignant laws appoint 
In matters more sublime than stars or creatures are. 

This life's an infancy : full strength and growth 

Expect not here. It is a morning dawn : 
Sun, moon, and stars ? — " Ve-hayu le-oathoth" — ^ 
"Let them be signs ? " Chaos again shall yawn 
And whelm them in its womb. 
Farewell, first lights ! You ceaseless noon ; 

When the great veil aside is drawn ; — 
That sun which sets no more, that moon 
Whose light is never more withdrawn ; 
Those eyes, those lamps of fire shall then be in your room. 

(1) "'EaSTTTpov 61/ aii/iyfjLari. 
(2) "Si cum melle Attic.) conteratur, oculorum quoque obscuritatibus.' 
—Plin, H, M. xxxvii. S. 

(3) The Hebrew text. 
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Shall man, because brute creatures various strength 

Have more than he, his eyes with tears uplift ? 
Shall he that they have life of greater length ; 
Or stronger are, or shrewder, or more swift ; 
Like bruised bulrush bend ? 
No caoutchouc, no barometer 

They need ; the coming storm hath sniffed 
"Patulis naribus" th* heifer; 

The crane, the crow, the frog, the thrift 
Of egg-protecting ant foretel it and forefend.* 

In volume of the voice the lion's roar 

Doth man surpass, in speed the fleet gazelle : 
In brilliant hues bright plumages, nay more, 
Ev'n insect kinds his garb of flesh excel, 
I Its tints and textures all. 

Four pairs of eyes the spider hath ; 

Two thousand eyes, so students tell, 
Th' ephemeron : our nightly path 
A worm so gilds that one as well 
As starry heav'n the earth the starry earth might call. 

Envy we, then, brute natures that they have 

What we have not ? we have what have not they, — 
Mind, conscience, speech, a soul : yet, thought most grave. 
Those gifts, misused, are rendered worthless ; nay, 
A woe and not a weal. 
A soul, which He who knew it said 

Would a whole world in worth outweigh, 
Alas I so sore is captive led. 

That myriad worlds could never pay 
Its ransom to restore it, nor its sickness heal. 

Then, if dumb beasts, nay, ev'n some baser sorts 
Of them, have powers and faculties wherein 

They far surpass mankind ; nay, gifts and fortes 
Not ours at all ; — the wing, the web, the fin. 
The venom'd fang or sting ; 

(1) " Nunquam imprudentibuB imber, etc."— Virg. Gtor, i. 37S— 889. 
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The nerve electric ; or the tact 

To change in hues the scaly skin ; — 
Why hope while here to know and act 
As ably as hereafler in 
A higher sphere of skill, and proof, and progressing ? 

Surely, this frame of flesh would not aspire 

At once to take to it an angel's flight. 
And with loud trumpet, and in flaming fire, 

Illume, and summon from the grave's dark night 
The myriads of the dead ! 
It is not yours, you free admit. 

That key, that chain, with arm of light 
To wield, and in the bott'mless pit 
The Serpent with transcendent might 
To bind till thousand years their onward course have sped: 

Then wherefore sigh, while 'tis the period yet 

To know in part, to know as we are known ? 
Wherefore desire, before the period set 

For it in heav'n, to see yon heav'nly throne ? 
Could this frail sight sustain 
To look on Him on it who is 

To look at as that sardine stone ? 
Or, would not finite faculties 

Of mental pow'rs be overthrown 
If sense things infinite brought to the finite brain ? 

Now a chief point. A son of song hath wrote, — 

Creation with Redemption paralleled, 
This verse, — " 'Twas great to speak a world from nought, 
'Twas greater to redeem :" correctly held 
That notion is not all : 
What is Redemption ? erring heart 

Brought back to Truth : it had rebelled ; 
It is reclaimed : through evil art 
The goodly tree by sin was felled ; 
It roots again, not injured, bettered by its fall. 
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The state of man in Eden PanidiBe 

Was perfect touching access to his God : 
He bare his likeness ; freely all advice 

Obtained ; and in his footsteps' print-marks trod ; 
All sweet communion knew : 
Redemption shall, indeed, transfer 
Eartli's tenant to a new abode ; 
Yet, we its office greatly err 
To deem it else than episode 
Ancillary required Creation's aims unto. 

True, that bright realms within the heav'niy vail, — 

Palace of light, — city of God Most High, — 
All sense transcend ; fair Eden's rich entail, 
However rich, with them could never vie : 
We will not parallel 
The streets of gold, the gates of pearl, 

Yon chrysoprase, chalcedony. 
Yon sapphire, sardius, topaz, ber'l, 
The city's base which beautify. 
With those less radiant bow'rs where man first had to dwell : 

Yet, who shall say but that first residence 

Our kind possess'd ; nay, as their numbers grew. 
And needed space, the earth's whole surface thence 
Made like it ; Heav'n might with those charms endue 
Our first forefathers for. 
That when those lives of centuries 

To thousand years their periods drew. 
Like Enoch, like Elijah, these 

Might deathless higher wealth ensue 
More placidly than they on Pisgah or Mount Hor ? 

Granted the Heav'n of heav'ns, then, doth surpass 
What Eden was ; though how shall it be told 

What Eden was ? God planted it l^ alas 
The forfeit ! it, too, had its gold, 

And precious gems were there : * 

(1) Oen.ii. (2) yerMl2. 
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Yet, sure, the best Redemption earns 

Is not bright scen'ry to behold ; 
But means whereby the fallen learns 

And wins what th' unfall'n had of old, — 
The skill to walk with God, and His bright image bear. 

To those who can receive it precious balm 

Of consolation hence doth fairly flow ; — 
Redemption's product reap they, — a sweet calm. 
And filial rest the Highest in, — although 
Dull, tim'rous towards its plan : 
'Tis like the twelve on th' stormy sea ; 

Afraid, that scarce the Lord they knew ; 
Yet, he is there, and witlessly 

They gain the hav'n to which they go : 
The end is more the means the port the voyage than. 

Yet, 'tis but thus in part, not wholly thus, 

Redemption in ; for, life of faith, it seems. 
And love must first on earth be liv'd by us. 

What is, then, Faith ? what Love ? not sickly dreams, 
Such as enthusiasts tell. 
The progress here rich practice hath ; 
The wise its learning high esteems ; 
Ev'n mind angelic tracks the path 
Redemption marks intent, and deems 
The highest wisdom doth in it supremely dwell. 

What, then, is Faith ? One teaching in the Word 

With searching scrutiny one suit decides : 
That slothful servant, waiting till his Lord 
Shall really come, in th' earth his talent hides ? 
'Twas fatal so to wait. 
Contemplative and active life 

Reformer Wickliffe well divides ; 
Ye may not part them ; man and wife 
Not more are one : where Faith abides 
In th' heart it must all love and zealous suits create. 
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That linen girdle which the prophet took 
And buried in the crevice of the rock 
By great Euphrates' stream ; then went to look 
In while ; and with it ruinous havock 
The cold dank soil had bred ; 
" I took it from its hiding place ; 

'Twas good for nothing ;" Israel's flock 
Are liken'd by it. Well doth trace 
Faith active " burden'd" Habbakuk,— 
" The just shall live by faith,"— a life by it be led. 

What is, then. Faith ? the question still recurs : 

For signal instance go to Nineveh : 
Strange message, and most strange of messengers ! 
Yea, threat I — " Yet forty days, and Nineveh 
Shall all be overthrown !" 
A foreigner I a Jew ! on foot 

Or on his ass a day's journey 
He threads their streets ; perhaps, his suit — 
' I have been three days in the sea, 
In th' fish :' — a wondrous tale I the teller too unknown ! 

Yet, they such credence to that warning lent, 
That king and people men and cattle fast : 
In ash and sackcloth one and all repent : 

And th' Highest saith, * These Ninevites at last 
Shall faithless souls condemn ? 
'Tis writt'n of Faith " It works by love," 

And from all foul pollutions past 
Doth "purify the heart:" this prove 
The " bloody city"i when they cast 
Their preys,* perhaps their Nisrocs,^ penitent from them. 

I often think their situation doth 

Concerning Faith present good parallel 
Whom Alvarez Cabral to fealty oath 

Invited to his king Emanuel 

When first he made Brazil : 

(1) Nahum iii. 1. (2) Nahum iii. 1 ; Jonab iii. 

(8) Isaiah xxxvii. 38. 
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Or theirs whom at remote Peru 

Pizarros found sequester'd dwell ; 
Or theirs t' whom Cortez and his crew, 
Beyond Atlantic's farthest swell,^ 
Meek Montezuma's lieges, like behest fulfil. 

Full oft, ere Alvarez approach'd their shores, 

One well may judge, they shall have stood thereon ; 
And while from endless range, when wildly roars 

The storm wind's range, they view'd their strands upon 
The sea waves rolling in ; 
Or when in calms o'er placid plain 

The eye has peer'd, opinion 
Would in their thoughts its place obtain, — 
Yon vast expanse doth no region 
Of habitation bound, wiUi habitants therein ? 

A speck is seen in the far distant haze : 

It grows as it advances ; near, more near, 
A stately vessel bears : with wild amaze 
Its living freight, its fabric, ^nd its gear 

Those wond'ring throngs survey : 
* From whence, good strangers, have ye come ? 
For what intent arrive ye here ? 
Have you, perhaps, some bright kingdom ? 
A king to it whom you revere ? 
His name ? and is his realm from hence full far away ? ' 

* We have a king : by his high mandate sent 

We hither come : beyond these deep green seas 
A thousand leagues his kingdom : our intent 
Is your best welfare : in bright palaces 
He and his princes dwell : 
We bear his standard ; on your land 
We plant it ; and invite that these 
And all your people by his hand 
Henceforward as his meek lieges 
Right happily be rul'd: his name Emanuel?' 



of na^ 



1) Though others had reached America before Oortes» hie was the credit 
' bTing reached its coast at the farthest Western longitude. 
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When Israel's sire those goodly wagons saw. 

For convoy sent, and freights of precious stuff, 
He doubts no more ; one syllable they draw 
Of meek adhesion, " Bab ;" — " It is enough."* 
Good word ! adopt it we I 
It was his wont ; he utters it. 

Nay more,^ the time he meets Esau : 
Be 't ours tow'rd all that Holy Writ 
Hath testified for Creed or Law : 
More than *' Enough ! " it means ; ' Enough abundantly I* ^ 



So, when of build to brave mid-ocean's storms 

That tow'ring craft survey those wild'ring hordes ; 
Graze on its chiefs in their bright uniforms ; 

Their stars of honor, and their glitt'ring swords, 
And streaming pennons view ; 
And when their cannons' roar is heard, 

And might terrific seen if tow'rds 
Some mark for sample fir'd, averr'd 

They of their king ? 'twere like, accords 
Each Indian mind its oredence, and believes it true. 



Ah well I so once it was with Heav*nly Truth : 

With like credentials and like messages, 
In periods past of earth's more early youth, 
A Dynasty Divine strange embassies 
And messengers proclaim : 
The vasts through which the peering eye 

Had oft been strain'd not surfaces 
Of ocean were but sun-lit sky 
Or starry heights ; and forth from these, 
From realms beyond their range, celestial heralds came. 

(1) 2*3 "Enough!- i2) Emu sayi to Jacob, 2"^ "O "Enough to me;" 
And Jacob sayi to Enu, ^b'^T " AU to me." " f have everything." 

(8) The root if 23>"1 Mnltum, copiosum esse. 
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Not to man standing on the sea-girt shore 

A wafted sail comes glancing o'er the wave ; 
But fi'ry steeds and chariot, nay more, 
AurigcB with it, who that chariot drave/ 
Traverse the firmament : 
From Heav'n to earth their course, the seer 

From Belial bitterness to save : 
They bear him hence, no longer here 
His painful heritage to have ; 
But thither whence they came with him returning went. 



They come in heav'nly quire : bright multitude 

Their herald's high behest accompany ; 
And when he doth that high behest conclude, 
Loud anthems of seraphic symphony 
Their joyousness declare : 
When he '* Glad tidings of great joy 

Which unto you and all shall be" 
Proclaims as the Great King's envoy. 
Then rang with hallow'd revelry 
The loft with " In excelsis,"— " Glory, good-will there." 



Such visits must we say are now no more ? 
It were great error : though to us unseen, 
Angelic visitants, still, as of yore. 

About our paths, no doubt we rightly ween, 
And homes are ev'ry day. 
It may be that we see them not 

As Joshua saw in armour sheen ; 
Nor feel their grasp like holy Lot 

When pull'd, then dragg'd, from hands unclean: 
The Dothan mount unheeded held their bright array. 



(1) ^*^ttT^D^ " And the horsemen thereof :" used also in the 50th chap- 

T TT 

ter of Genesis and the 9th verse, concerning the escort that went up with 
Joseph when he went to hury his father. 
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The earliest book we have of writ profane, 
To Ascra due,i doth of good beings tell, 
Watchers of men, whom Sacred Writ more plain 
Of angel type declares : deeds ill or well 
Performed they oversee ; 
It terms them ^' daemons ; good ; the earth 

Frequenting, but invisible ;"* 
Yet, tells in golden age a birth 
They had, and then did so excel 
That now this high preferment is their bright degree. 

'Tis no unlikely ween : the ancient date 
Of Hesiod's reed wise critics average 
Not more than Samson or than Samuel late : 
They make the prophet fifty years of age 
When the gross Danite died : 
And if more likely to be true 

The more remote the writer's page, 
Of angel origin the view 
Proposed may well our thoughts engage, 
Though as a point we need not, cannot here decide. 

Angels of light, then ; are they seen of men 

On earth in these our days, or are they not ? 
Now what I shall proceed to bid this pen 
Most meekly write I know full well is what 
Will meet the scomer's jeer : 
Yet, fain this hand than falsely trace 

These characters would fade and rot ; 
Or penitential tear efface 

Them written with corroding blot, 
Than let so grave a record recklessly appear. 

(1) Notwithstanding the proverb concerning Baeotian stupidity, here we 
have the first profane writer, and one of no small degree of eminence, of 
this origin ; as, also, afterwards Pindar and Plutarch. Moreover, Ascra 
was at the foot of Mount Helicon, the favourite resort of the Muses. 

(2) The passage is so remarkable that I here give it in the Greek :— 

Tot fi€v 9atfiov€5 tiar.iy 

EffOXoi, firixBoyioi, <pv\aK€s Bin)rSiV avBpwiroDPy 

Ot l^a <f>v\auro'ov(ri re BIkos T€ crxcTAia ipya 

Hfpa iffffifievoij irdyrri <f>oirum€s 4** cHav. Compare Zech. vi. 7. 
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In lowliness, in humblest thank and praise 

To Throne Most High for so benignant boon, 
I here aver that in life's earlier days, 

Huge grief, gross wrongs, to be my portion soon, 
I did bright angel see : 
Beside my couch, while blandly shone 

The radiance of th' unshrouded moon, 
With lifted hands that holy one. 
In azure robe, as at mid-noon 
The sky, was kneeling down : then turned and looked on me. 

It was a look indeed ; no changing scenes 

Of life can it from memory remove : 
'Twas not a smile, the like as 'mid terrenes 
Woos while it dones ; it was not lure of love ; 
Nor pity ; nor rebuke : 
Whatever by term serenity. 

Of Latin fountain, language means, — 
'^ Stellarum, lucis, aut coeli 

Seren* ;" — ^ serenest of serenes. 
Benignant, placid, mild, unsullied was that look. 

Let me a moment to my verse recur : 

What mean I when I write — * 'Twas not a smile ?' 
Peculiar property to man's nature 

They tell us laughter is ; — distinction vile 
Between the brutes and him ! 
To empty coroneted brain 

Untaught, from clown cachinnous, while 
It marks the vulgar and the vain ; 
The smile, its bud, conceit, and guile. 
And lust, and scorn instead of comely render grim. 

The Pattern of all perfectness in man, 

'Mid all developments of man's estate. 
No record tells e'er laughed or smiled ; nor can 

More than two folk the Word be found to state 
In its true Hist'ry did ; 

(1) Of the itan, of li^fafc, of heaven. 
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And one of these Jehovah chides ; 

And his rebuke goes farther than 
The one, for her good lord, besides 

That he had laughed, the laugh began : 
Each Isaac Mitzpah be Jehovah laughter chid.^ 

The bright scene vanished into viewless air ; 

That holy one in briefest instant fled ; 
Or sight eschewed, though still remaining there ; 
Yet, joy and strength had such ministered 
As tongue can never tell : 
The moon-beam still with lustre lit 

The room around that wakeful bed 
Till the grey dawn succeeded it ; 
But fear was absent ; sense of dread 
Unutterable praise did from the mind dispel. 

That grave serenity, my fancy is. 

Not only seen was but imparted then, 
Which since hath learn'd in strange asperities 
Of senseless and unreasonable men 
Enormous wrongs to bear. 
A peace the world can never give, 

A heav'nly joy is tasted, when 
Resentlessly we learn to live. 
And to the seventy times seven 
Recover precious souls from bitterness by pray'r. 

'Tis time to end this lengthened episode. 
Let saints all saintly live, as angels do. 
And while their radiant hosts shall|their abode 
Encamp around, pronounce it not untrue 
Some sense thereof may be : 
For, if " sent forth to minister," — 

Interpret us that office, you 
That can ; for wise interpreter 

We seek therein ; who is there, who, 
Will tell us the details of angel ministry ? 

(1) It is the Great Name JTirT^ which is used on this occasion. HDISP 
a beacon or watch-tower in remembrance of an event. —See Oer^ xxxi. 49. 

d2 
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If agency there be of means so great, 

May there not be some consciousness to those 
Who are its patients ? let us calculate 

What help receive we which 'tis likely flows 

Such ministration from : 

Can it be safety from mischance ?^ 

Defence against malignant foes ?^ 
In duties intricate guidance ?' 

Support in wants or cheer in woes ?^ 
Must there not be some symptoms how these favours come ? 

Now if by sight or any other sense 

Visits angelical are aught discem'd, 
Rich aid to Faith is here ; nay evidence 

Which doth much Truth from Revelation leam'd 
Indubitably prove : 
But leaving this for lack of space, 

And much besides therewith concern'd, 
'Tis time we to our former place 
Before we thus digressed returned, 
Which was concerning Faith ; and now concerning Love. 

" If God your Father were ye would love me." 
" If any man that Love in him have not. 
Let him Anathema Maran'tha be :" 

Meaneth Maranatha we know not what ? 
More grave the issue is : 
Tet, as with solar light 'tis thus, — 

Bright orbs have widely difl'rent lot, 
And warmth, until pale Uranus 
Afisir would seem well nigh forgot ; 
So Heav'nly Love on earth hath wide diversities. 

Great obstacles there are to perfect Love 
In this first life. Whom we have never seen 

That love is to : far off we live and move 
From his bright realm, vast latitudes between : 
The absence may be long: 

(1) Quia oaram neget esse te deorum 

Propter qaem fuit innocens ruina ? MartiaL i. 83. Paalm xci. 11, 12. 

(2) Matth. u. 12, 13. (3) Judges v\. Gen xvi. 9. (4) Gen. xxi. 16-19. 



Digitized 



by Google 



53 

Matters of sensitive pursuit, — 
Visible objects, — intervene : 
In shadow veiled, in silence mute 
The heav'ly realm hath ages been : 
No wonder Love is weak when hind'rings are so strong. 

From India's killing heat, from Taprobane, 

A babe is sent to rear in parent isle : 
It reaches prime : jet, would in vain recal 
The father's features, the parental smile : 
The love must suffer loss : 
Its faintness shall indulgence find ; 

For though rich gifts, from while to while 
Received, renew the filial mind, 
Yet rend'reth ev'ry parting mile 
The imaged form less vivid seas and worlds across. 

Venial, perhaps, the thought! forgive it Heav'n! 

Would Heav'n some draughty from th' Advent period, 
Of th' MANHOOD FORM and count'nancb had been giv'n 
By able hand, when it our planet trod, 
How fashion'd in the fiesh, — 
(Yea, hers were dear who bare that Birth, 

Her bosom meek its bland abode :) 
From nurtured babe till from this earth 
All radiant rose th' Incarnate God ! 
Belike such draught might well weak faith and love refresh. 

The artist Dsedalus, in Samson's age. 

Or near, his Hercules in wood cut out;^ 
Why not the Danite sim'lar art engage 

With him or other such ? or, need we doubt 
The Hercules was he ? 
Great Homer penciled, carved, or done 

In medal was, then or about 
When David or when Solomon 
In Judah reigned : their robes without 
Why figure not they too, or in all their royalty ? 

(1) About 1300 B.O. He lived in the time of TheMui. Hercules, alio, is 
considered to have been contemporarv with Theseus, being his friend ; so 
that the statue by Dssdalus was probably from the life. The date of Samson 
is not much at Tariance with that imputed for the Oredan hero. 
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The coins of Maoedon^ have reach'd our day 

From Daniers period ; why not image his ? 
Tiberius, that monster who, they say, 
Offer'd rewards for new satieties 
To be devis'd in vice ; 
And his next heir^ who him outvied 

In all that vile and hateful is. 
We have ; but He who liv'd and died 
Under their horrid dynasties, — 
The King of kings, — of him there is no true device. 

What matters what old Creon or -^Idipus 
Were like, Achilles, Priam, or Hector ? 
Or, among sages, look'd Euclides thus, 
Or Thales thus, or Aristotle, or 
Plato, or Socrates? 
But Noah, Melchiz'dec, Abraham, 

Moses, Elias give to us, 
Isaiah, Job, yea, Eve, Adam, 

Or him from his " not mean" Tarsus, 
In portraiture, and -faith shall grateful be for these. 

Ah well I it is not so : cheer up, faint heart ! 

Those blessed saints, and their Great Master too. 
Soon face to face, and not by penciled art. 
Shall be revealed to, recognised by, you ; 
While tyrants bathed in blood ; 
Such as those bestial CsBsars were ; 

And others more ; a murd'rous crew ; 
Whose coins their brows and titles bear ; 
Shall their foul lives for ever rue 
In depths of dark perdition's all-devouring flood. 

Cheer up, faint heart, if but though faint sincere ; 

If Faith and Love are but in thee begun ; 
Far from complete at best they can be here ; 

Nay, it may be thy lot thou shalt be one 
Of mustard seed degree : 

(1^ The most ancient yet discovered on which the head of a king has been 
foQnd ; the most remote of them contain the head of Alexander I., who 
began his reign 500 B.C. 

(2) Oaligula, who succeeded Tiberius A.D. 87. 
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Envy not some who seem to have 
Light in them brighter than the sun ; 

The vain, the fond, the frail, the knave 
Are of them ; self decepti-on 
Removed, and guile exposed, their ranks would thinner be. 

The superstitious at his " Love-Feast" tells, — 

Whether sincerely we will not enquire. 
Or fabelj when with pride his nature swells, — 
Each copies each, — * I saw a ball of fire,' — 
And, — 'Jesus in the clouds.' 
From vill to vill, where that rude sect 

On ign'rance works, from shire to shire. 
The same ** experience" expect 
Detailed, — * I saw a ball of fire,' — 
And, — * Jesus Christ in glory,' — 'mid their groaning crowds.* 

Such the extreme : shall there not be, besides. 

All shades and grades of loosely grounded joy ? 
Regret not, then, if Heav'nly goodness guides 
Your steps in sob'rer paths, where less alloy 
Of guile or fancy be : 
To have your Faith, however weak. 
Sincere your ablest means employ ; 
Then let not doubts that entrance seek 
Your thoughts into your calm annoy ; 
Faith roots through doubts, like th' rooting of a windward tree. 

Forget we never 'tis the vail of guilt. 

Our own, which open vision hindereth : 
That sword of cherubim, with blade and hilt 
Of fi'ry flame only for sin and death 
The tree of life withheld : 
Live guiltily, — sin will bedim 

What light your road enlighteneth ; 
Live holily, — ^those cherubim 

Their flaming sword shall in its sheath 
Lay up, and let you in to scenes unparalleled. 

(1) This is no hyperbole : the writer has met with it not a little in real 
fife, in the rader districts of this country where Methodism, in its more un- 
guarded development, hath savoured greatly of wild fanaticism. 
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" Grod, before whom I stand" the sentence was 
Whereby true man of God describ'd his state ; 
His haunt the Carmel top, where the Word has 
Pourtray'd his posture, how he lay prostrate, 
His ikce between his knees : 
Be such the mind attained to now, 

And now, as then, who shall dictate 
To Heav'n how for it shall allow 
To those thus lying at its gate 
Nathaniel's grant, — "Thoushalt see greater things than these?" 

For, last this Section in, — that Sacred Gift, 
Pour'd forth in sample at the Pentecost, 
The compensation is which doth uplift 

The balance of these times for what they lost 
When open vision ceas'd : 
The Pi'omise is to all that ask ; 

Nor measure is, it seems, nor cost ; 
Let none with " ways unequal" task 
Great Heav'n until that Holy Ghost 
Be asked into clean heart for half a life at least. 



Here, then, fair challenge is: on spirit ours 

Spirit Divine shall move : put this to proof : 
Yea, — " He shall take of mine," and make it yours : 
" All that the Father hath" for your behoof 
He shall employ and " shew." 
" Will one of you to hungry son. 

Heartless, " s'il lui demande un oeuf," 
Give him, instead, a scorpion. 
Or stone or serpent for a loaf? 
More free your Father shall the Heav'nly Gift bestow." 

None have yet prov'd this as they might and ought : 
We say not * Ask, then count the answer due ;* 

Nor * Ask, that evidence may so be bought 
For recreant heart that what is taught is true :' 
But humbly light implore 
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To guide as well as gratify ; 

To learn the Truth but love it too ; 
With cleansed heart, with upward eye 

The promise plead, the treasure sue ; 
And who shall stint the grace kind Heav'n shall then outpour ? 

These means employ ; and doth High Will confine — 

" None but by me can to the Father come ? 
Resolve — ' That way of access shall be mine ; 
The terms it telleth are not burthen some ; 
I will that course pursue ; 
And while its issue I await. 

May I but this obtain whilome — 
The Eden mind to be my state, 

Though not its bow'rs to be my home ; 
My Maker's heavenly will with all my heart to do ! ' 

Is this your hope and aim ? then blithely trust 

Your all to that Great Love which can condone, 
And will, the lacks of creatures of the dust : 

And doubt not you shall say, when on that Throne, 
No more in shadows dim, 
But through all heav'ns his radiant road, 

The Sou of Man is seen and known 
Of ev'ry eye ; — " This is our God ; 
We h've waited for him ; he will own 
And save ; this is our God ; we will rejoice in him." 
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The seer, in visions of God's Israel 

Of old, of their return to their own land. 
Yet, typical of Israel all, doth tell 

That they " with songs shall come, a ransom'd band, 
And everlasting joy 
Shall be upon their heads ; that they 
Shall obtain joy and gladness, and 
Sorrow and sighing flee away ; 

The dumb shall sing ; the arid sand 
Shall Lebanon's, or Sharon's, Carmel's grace enjoy." 

Good is the wider view ; it meets the Rule, — 

No sense exclusive is to th' Holy Text. 
Two erring tenets misanthropic school 

Hath held, which likely some have much perplexed. 
And some from Truth have driv'n : 
The PRESENT LIFE in dismal shroud 

Of GRIEF they SADDEN ; and the next. 
Like Aristoph'nes' croaking crowd, 
Their dirges have " brekekekex'd ;" ^ 
Deterring yearning souls by ghastly views of heav'n. 

The present Section grapples with the First 

Of these misdeemings, — cheerless view of life: 
The next shall urge that no sepulchral thirst 
For phantom entity, when with her knife, 
Nay, scissors, Atropos 
Shall sternly cut the tender thread 

Of this mortality, the strife 
To end which tim'rous souls so dread, 
Is that good thirst which would be rife 
If Truth were learn'd aright without misguiding gloss. 



(1) Bre 
in nell.— , 



1) Brekekekex, koax, koax. The dirge of the frogs round Charon's boat 
Ainatoph. Ranee. 
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'Tis painful that, among philosophers 
Of old, Democritus, Abdera's boast. 
Was ever mirthful, yet, himself avers 
A heathen Sadducee ; nor soul, nor ghost 
His Atheist views accord ; ^ 
While Heraclitus, who, 'tis told. 

His tears of all men shed the most. 
Was pious ; nay, is it too bold, 
On Aristotle's hint, almost 
T' impute his grief to thirst for th' Ever-living Word ? * 

Yet, deem this not too strange ; it doth admit 

Good comment ; that rude laughter was the scoif 
And scorn of atheist mind ; 'twas ribald wit 
Deriding piety ; and betray'd enough 
The self conceit within : 
But he of Ephesus those tears 

So constant sheds, in vain wip'd off. 
For what he daily ^ sees and hearts 
Of men's impi'ty, and thereof 
The grief they reap ; — which drew the vain Abderite's grin.'' 

'TIS thus in life : the world's unhallowed laugh 

Is, much of it, rebellious : conscience feels 
Self condemnation ; and a fractured staff 
Is gaiety with "wickedness of heels" 
To lean upon for strength ; 
And so your Fashion's vot'ries gay, 

Whose fret their mirth but ill conceals, 
Ridicule ev'iy Mordecai 

Who to his Maker duteous kneels. 
And fain would " hang on gallows eighty feet in length." 

(1) De Bhetor. 1. iit c. y. b. 2. He is considering the difficulty of inter- 
preting the writings of Heraclitus, because of the lack of precision in his 
punctuation ; and be cites as a sample the sentence—'* ToG K^ou tov8* 
iovros &*€* ik^^vercu yiyvovrai ;** and, adds Aristotle, " for it is not clear to 
which of the words the word diet is to be pointed off." 

(2) " Quoties prodierat."- Seneca, De Ira, ii. 10. 

(8) Dr. Enfield, in his Abridgement of Brucker, has, with his usual arbi- 
trary scepticism, ruled for his reader, that the terms applied to Democntus 
and Heraclitus,—** The Laughing and the Weeping Philosophers/'— are not 
to be receiyed as having been really so applied to them : he adduces, how- 
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But I have wander'd from the point, which was 

That Piety good reason ever had 
For cheerHiluess and joj ; small cause it has 
For dolefulness, but much to make it glad. 
To brighten his decease 
God shows what sight to Moses ? heav'n ? 

Nay ; but the land of Gilead. 
Few but by their own fault are driv'n 
To say what David said to Gad.^ 
^' Good ways are pleasant ways, and all their paths are peace." 

For, first, it is a truth most grave to trace 
That half, or more, of ills man sufiereth 
In life, of sickness, poverty, disgrace. 
And painHil kinds of and untimely death, 
He bringeth on himself. 
As reasonably the prodigal 

To Heav'nly Will attributeth 
His own rash work, — the loss of all, — 
As grasping miser crediteth 
To Heav'nly Love the entries of his hoarded pelf. 

Is this disputed ? bring it to the test : 

Shall he who is, by th' throwing of a die. 
Or other hazard, bankrupted, distressed 
Through wilful wage, look upward angrily 
And blame the crisis there? 
Can those chastised for broken laws 
Their doom do else than justify ? 
Ev'n culprit Cain could find no cause 
To murmur, though with bitter cry 
He pleads " My punishment is more than I can bear." 

ever, as is frequently the caae with him, no ffood reason for his incredulity. 
In good sooth, the evident temper of the Work throop^hout is that of a 
sererity of mistrust ; and this is but too manifestly exhibited in a very ques- 
tionable degree of farourable bearing towards Deistical and Arian opinions. 
With regard to those epithets having been used concerning the two philo- 
sophers, many ancient writers have recorded that such was their character ; 
among whom we find Seneca, ^lian, Pliny, &c. Dr. Bnfield writes " The 
story concerning Heraclitus took its rise from the gloomy severity of his 
temper;" very different is the statement of Seneca,— "Miti animo sed 
nimis imbecillo." 

(1) " I am in a great straight." 
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The drunkard or the sensualist for vice 

Destroys both health and wealth ; the outraged frame 
Becomes disease's prey ; not richest price 

Can cure ; in woe to th' dust from whence it came 
It sinks and slurs away : 
I say that half our sufferers, — 

Paralysed, dropsied, blind, or lame, — 
Their suff'rings owe to th' characters 

They have maintained ; and all the blame 
Is theirs, who did themselves so suicidal slay. 

Some lines are extant, which the learned teach 

Were likely writ by Solon, which assign 
To human life ten periods, sev'n years each ; 
And in the sev'nth, from forty-two to nine, 
The intellectual pow'r 
Is at its best ; but " if," he writes, 
" Good conduct, mod'rate," ^ wise, benign, 
Hath rul'd, the mind its best delights 
And pow'rs shall then not strict confine 
To period sev'n, but yield to two divisions more. 

And then the tenth, the final sev'n, from age 
Of sixty-three to threescore years and ten, 
That unknown writer sweetly would eugage 
To piety, as life's autumnal, when 

The fruit and end draw nigh.* 
Are pleasures trine, — corporeal. 

And of the mind, and soul, — for men ? 
Are spiritual the best of all, 

And, next, the intellectual ? then 
Alas ! when these are lost neglect all heedless by ! 

What is the joy which faithful spirits find 

So gladden life ? certainly not the joy 
The carnal, worldly, God-forgetting mind 

So cleaveth to till all its pleasures cloy : 
But tell we what it is. 

(1) Kara ft^rpov, (2) Obn Kv Atopos 4ii»v. k. t. A. 
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It hath its kinds: and, first, for such 
As time in things of sense employ 

For lawful contentation, much 
The chief is, and with least alloy, 
To view Grod's work around and its benignities. 

Would there were many like those nobler two, 
Standish of Brixton, Bydder *f Spitalfields,i 
(All honor to their names !) who better knew 
In humbler walks of life what rapture yields 
All Nature's radiant realm ; 
The blooms that kingly robes outvie ; 

The forms brute strength gigantic wields ; 
Bright plumages that glitt'ring fly ; 

The shells, the gems huge Ocean shields 
And screens from mortal sight in depths that overwhelm ! 

And then the heav'ns, in all we know of them, 

And all we know not, but which Reason deems 
Must be their pertinence ; calm requiem 

Their tone to mundane sense ; yet, light that beams 
From radiant orbs therein ! 
Yea, and those orbs themselves a speed 

Fulfil unseen, — our orb, it seems. 
Fulfils unfelt, — which doth exceed 

All human thought ; nay, wildest dreams 
Of what were possible could ne'er that compass win. 

Thou grov'lling, mean self pamp'rer, who the haunts 

Of lewd and brainless folly dost frequent. 
What canst thou find in all the worldling vaunts, 
Or carnal, of his mirth equivalent 
Creation's page to know f 
Alas ! poor picture to portray, 

The life which millions are content 
To lead, — the vain, the light, the gay, — 
Who seek from what was never meant 
To yield it to them all their happiness below ! 

(1) Joseph Standish, a Brixton cobbler, who taught himself to draw and 
paint insects so like nature, that a volume of his drawings sold for many 
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What is the life such at their av'rage lead ? 

Trace it from boyhood : science, literature, 
All good accomplishment ' he doth not need !' 
The teacher's chair may rest a sinecure 
Snug and at ease for him : 
The current slang is all he seeks 
To learn, the novel all to read ; 
And flash, and dash, and vicious freaks ^ 

Of ign'rant " fastness," fast indeed 
Are rendering him mere lump of selfishness and whim. 

Could suasive word such wayward hearts but reach 

When sequent languor's sick, remorseful qualm 
Hath warned, we would such earnestly beseech 
To read intent the hundred and fourth Psalm ; 
It might from slumbers rouse : 
The heav'ns, the earth ; the hills, the dales ; 
The sun, the moon ; the storm, the calm ; 
Earth with its catties ; seas, with whales ; 
Air, with its plumage, fill'd ; the balm 
Or food earth rend'reth, — all evoke the Psalmist's vows. 

And then he marketh how rich Providence 
Provides for all, " ev'n that Leviathan ;" 
And so he hymneth with glad reverence, 

" Great are thy works ;" and, last, he citeth Man ; 
And endeth, — " Praise the Lord ; 
I will rejoice, his praise repeat. 

While this my being praise Him can ; 
My meditation shall be sweet 
Of Him, all other sweeter than ; 
Praise the Lord, O my soul ; O praise Him, praise the Lord." 

Part of God's work, and best part of the whole, 

Is Man ; I know not if all firmaments 
Could match in value one such living soul 

As~man is ; or was once ; or grand intents 
Design him once to be : 

pounds. Daniel Bydd&r, a Spitalfields worker, by whom some of the most 
interesting of our English insects have been discovered. 
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Let social life, ev'n in its mirth, 

In all its themes and incidents, 
Have eye to his celestial birth : 

Whoever to this rule assents 
Shall find it is to all good social joj the key. 

Most base or, else, most vacant of all minds 
Were it that would fit ord'rings overturn 
Which Heav'n hath set all creatures in their kinds ; 
Decrees whereby the fire doth upward bum, 
The waters downward bear. 
The ursal, simial, canine tribes 

Must base, degrading anticks learn ; 
Nay ; hopeful youth with sacch'rine bribes, 
And then, anon with mandate stem. 
Will stand for hours to teach his parrot bird to swear.* 

What other mood than such, though sorely worse. 

Were that which would, with human kind, distort 
The noblest pow'rs, in folly's vapid course 
To seek their heav'n ; nay, fearless, to resort 
To what tak'th hold on hell ? 
Is this Society, — to lure 

The chaste from virtue, flattery's court 
To pay, remorseless, to procure 
New novice hearts, to be the sport 
Of fiends, and most who most in innocence excel ? 

Yes ; this is Fashion ! this the gay world ! these 
Its leaders and its suits ! it is well writ, — 
" Ye 'dulterers and ye adulteresses. 

Know ye not such community with it 
Is enmity with God ?" 
Would Heav'n such wild misguided throng 

Could learn those baneful ways to quit. 
And understand how doth belong 
To social paths rich benefit 
When they are wisely chosen, innocently trod I 

(1) A real occurrence Inown to the writer. 
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Let Friendship live ; let ties of kindred hold 

Their Hill avails ; parental, filial, 
Fraternal ; nay, connubial ; but behold 
The principle on which these, one and all. 
Are minist'ries of joy : — 
Benignant energies of love. 

To virtuous fife protreptical, 
Such as are min'stered from above 
By agencies of angels, shall 
In fellowships of hope their mutual aids employ. 

Amusement welcome I on it be no ban 

Severe ! let it young life's delights enhance ; 
But portly grey sexagenarian 

Or apron'd bishop cap'ring down a dance 
To th' fiddler's tooralloo,— i 
What liv'ried petit-maitre must not 

With tinge of shame look off askance ? 
'Twere venial in the Hottentot ; 

Sad that grave realms like this or France 
Should justify the hordes of Ind or Timbuctoo ! 

The Syb'rites made their horses learn to dance. 

Fain we their fame ? " The lewdest of mankind 1"* 
Yet, ev'n that feat was chor'lly to advance 
Anent the foe ; — ^a military blind:' 
The modem Sybarite 
Tells you his Thirteenth Louis was 

Than those effem'nates more refin'd ; 
At th' carnival at his palace 
Dances of horses feature find ; 
Asses had better match'd the aediles of that sight. 



(1) Scaliger states that the first bishop led off the solemn dance in their 
festiyals ; and Pare Menestries (Traitd des Ballets), states that he had seen 
the canons and choristers on Whitsunday take each other by the hand and 
dance while they sang their jubilatory hymns. The writer remembers a 
somewhat youthful bishop of the English Church, in the reign of George III. 
leading down a dance at nis house with a foreign princess. 

(2) ^lian, Y. H. ix. 24. Mart. xii. 96. 

(3) "Ad symphonise cantum saltatione qu4dam moveri 8olitus."--P2m. 
H. M. Tiii. 42. 



Digitized 



by Google 



66 

Ah well ? shall children dance ? the tiny elves ! 

(Pigs are first rate at it when they are young ;) 
Nay ; rather they, if they may please themselves, 
ii Nature's liberty their peers among 

Would bound, and skip, and run : 
Dissembler, own the well-known truth ; 
Deprive the dance of what is wrong 
By limiting to infant youth ; 

The* charm goes with it ; and ere long 
By gi*own as well as babes 'twould be no longer done. 



One final word : deem any it is grudge, 

And cant, and sourness this, censorious ? 
Then let th' immortal Cic'ro be the judge ; 

No Christian priest could plainer write than thus 
Though heathen writeth he : 
" None danceth unless drunk or mad :" 
Or, " Nemo saltat sobrius. 
Nisi ifbrte insanit." Add, — 
" This, of all vices known to us, 
Ne^-esse est postremum et extrem' esse."^ 



In which citations not only doth brand 

The dance that prince of writers with disgrace, 
But representeth it on terms to stand. 
That ev'ry other vileness must efface 
All innocence before : 
" None ever cares to dance alone ; 

Neither such practice findeth place 
In virtuous feasts ; presumpti-on, 
O Cato, thine, to have the face 
To call the consul of Rome's people saltator."^ 



(1, Jicero Pro Mur. vi. "Of all known rices it must needs be the pro- 
duct and complement." 
(2) Neque in solitudine, neque in convivio modcnito, utque honesto. 
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Horatius Flaccua was not over pure ; 

Yet, low enough he rates the tumbling tribes : 
Climax of all rascality, full sure, 

Is that he cumulates where he describes 
'Tigellius' gipsy crew :^ 
But in his Ars Poetica, 

No more with coarse and jeering gibes 
He raileth, but the foul array 
To growing luxury ascribes : 
The house must be retained by enterprises new."* 



Eh bien ; what shall we, then, the happiness 

Define to be of social fellowship 
Of man with man on eai*th ? 'tis nothing less 
Than love within the heart, not on the lip, 
To feel and to ensue : 
With true not vain philosophy 

Life of its wild delusions strip ; 
Man in his source and destiny 
In ev'ry dear relationship 
And duty to regard, and ev'ry duty do. 



Am I a son or daughter in this life ? 

All love, all filial love, and reverence 
'Tis joy to yield : a husband, or a wife ? 
Faithfulness, tenderness, dierem and thence, 
Conf'erreth rich reward. 
Is the parental office mine ? 

'Tis pleasant task sweet innocence 
To teach : a master ? rule benign 
Is joyous: servant? recompense 
I reap not small while I my master's weal regard. 



(1) Ambubaiarum colleffia, pharmacapolae, 

Mendici, mimae, balatrones, hoc genus omne.— <Sa^ i. 2. 

(2) A. P. 208-224. 
k2 
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Our trav'ller Bruce hath writ that sundry trees 

Have wond'rous mood in Abyssinian clime : 
The side that fronteth to the Western breeze 
Both blooms and bears its fruit : this at its prime, 
The South side buds appear : 
When these mature, the colder North 

For blooms and fruitings hath its time ; 
And last, the Eastern side puts forth 
Its complement when Winter's rime. 
Or, rather. Winter's rains conclude the waning year. 

Grood lesson win we thence : look well to this, — 

That ev'ry stage of life its peerless bloom 
In Virtue*s lap to render do not miss ; 

That childhood, youth from its more fervid womb. 
Their precious harvests give ; 
Maturity ; then age : the sun 

Of life shall set in light or gloom 
For duties done or left undone 
£ach period in ; sad, sad the tomb 
When any all the four in barren failure live ! 

Virtue, sweet Virtue, thou art precious prize 
To grasp ; O come to me and in me dwell ! 
All gladness mine from duties done arise ! 
This not with kindred only, but, as well. 
Alike through all maakind ! 
The sufi'rer pained on weary bed, — 

The captive chained in dreary cell, — 
With such soft Pity's tear to shed 
A chord within, than tongue can tell 
More sensitive of joy, awak'neth in the mind. 

" Beauty for ashes, oil of joy for grief. 

Garment of praise for spir't of heaviness 
T*appoint to all that mourn ; to bring relief 
To th' broken-hearted ; solace in distress. 
Good tidings to the meek ;" 
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The King of kings in mortal guise 

Thus deigned a suff'ring world to bless ; 
And the like be the enterprise 

Of all that his Great Name confess ! 
A joy is rendered thence the carnal vainly seek. 

When pen prophetic that description gives 
Of joy and gladness the redeemed shall have 

Their progress in, 'mid good contributives 
That gladness to, it tells of one most grave, — 

The END TO WHICH THBT GO : 

The misconceptions of that end ; 

The dreams of it, where fondly rave 
Enthusiast minds, which well intend, 

Perhaps, yet, err, our verse shall save 
In other Section's page to undertake to shew. 
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Part of the joyousness of life consists, 

We plead, in forbdbfined puturitt : 
But then our views of it in senseless mists 
Of Fancy's dreams must not enveloped be. 
What is the million's heav'n ? 
The Lord is seated on a throne ; 

And myriad bless'd ones, round it, see 
His fkce, and with loud praises own 
And harps of gold his sovereignty ; 
A multitude untold ; white robes unto them giv'n. 

Such is the dreamy outline : fill it out 

They will sometimes with less precise details : 
Those " four and twenty elders, round about 

The Throne, on thrones, and seated," — doubt prevails 
What is designed by them : 
And those " four beasts" which " full of eyes" 

And " wing'd" loud anthem render, — fails 
The wond'ring mind, yet carnal wise, 
T' explain ; and " like unto crystals" 
That " sea of glass," and all in th' New Jerusalem. 

They think of Heav'n as of a great city ; 

High walls, and gates, and streets, and mansions there :^ 
And, yet, in wayward contrariety 

Thereto, as formless spirits light as air 
They think of souls of men. 

(1) From how many a pulpit does one hear the unclassical interpretation 
of the word /iovoi, in John zir. 2, as though it signified what the English 
word mansions has now become limited to mean,— great or princely houses ! 
The more ancient meaning of the English word must hare been that for 
which the translators adopted it :— 

" These poets near our princes sleep, 
And in one graTe their mansions Keep,"— Denham. 
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The litVal I'eader baffles most 

The Trinitarian emblem, — where 
To place the Lord the Holy Ghost, — 
When " Sev'n Eyes" the description were 
"In th'Lamb," or, "Lamps of Fire," his pow'r and place to pen. 

This is our nursery religion ; this 

Our primer, touching Heav'n : the lesson set 
In childhood with a life long prejudice 
The most retain : alas ! the alphabet 
Itself is incorrect. 
That error, — unsubstantial state 

The life hereafter, — first be met ! 
Shadow the world regenerate 

When schoolmen teach, sure they forget 
The body is to rise to make its bliss perfect. 

Are shallow minds, devout, indeed, yet dim 

Thi'ough lack of sound philosophy, to rule 
That life in Heav'n is like to clouds that swim 
Indefinitely vague and volumes full 

With volumes full combine ? 
Are souls like drops of quicksilver 

That each in each their bulks annul. 
Or rills of rivulet water 

That mingle in one common pool ? 
Is this th' identity unreal of Life Divine ? 

Right ghastly view, this, of the heav'niy state, 

And to annihilation near akin 
That separate souls should thus conglomerate, 
And lose their volume each the other in. 
And in the Highest all ! 
Or, be it each its entity 

Retain, yet, like to vapour thin ! 
Will hopes like these effectual be 
The sense-enta«gled soul to win ? 
Or, rather, shall they not with wild affright appal? 
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It is a heathen creed : ^neas thrice, 

Ulysses thrice, would the parental neck 
Embrace, but may not ;^ words of dread advice, 
Or vain assays the filial ardor check : 

The Bard the words hath given : 
^^ When mortals die the flesh and frame 
No more the nerves denuded deck. 
But perish by the heat of flame, 

And the soul quits the spectral wreck. 
And flitteth like a dream, or like light winds of heav'n."' 

Those heathen, too, such shadowy life to class 

With joyless prospects knew ; and judg'd aright : 
The Theban prophet, wise Tiresias, 

There tells Ulysses, — place without delight 
Was his most strange abode/"* 
Eurydice, when nigh brought back 
To upper world full fairly might 
Bewail her interrupted track, 

And did bewail, when borne, despite 
Her outstretched hands, again the same all ghastly road> 

Meet, then, this question, all : whoever will, 

Assay to answer it at Beason's bar : 
What purpose is the body to fulfil 

When from its bed in dust translated far ? 
What its condition then ? 
If happy in their levity 

And formless void the blissful are. 
Why, from terrestrial burthens free, 
Should yet the body's pond'rous car 
The more than winged spirit take to it again ? 



(1) Ter conatus ibi collo, kc.—JBn, ▼!. 700. (2) Horn, Odyu, xL 217. 
(8) Horn, Odyss. xi. 93. 

(4) Feror ingenti circumdata nocte 

I ivalidasque tibi tondens, non tua, palnias. 

Vir. Georg. \w. 497. 
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Let all that think, or can think, whet their wits, 

And close address them to resolve that suit : 
Yet, first, weak finite minds it well befits 
To sue for light before so grave a moot 
They ventilate as this : — 
For what high need must summons dread 

Angelic ev'ry tomb uproot, 
And greedy sea give up its dead ? 
'Tis patent much must contribute 
The frame's return from death to man's eternal bliss. 



Corporeal gravity, — ^how might it range 

With viewless forms of thin and ambient air ? 
Would not its grossness prove discordant, strange, 
Without affinity for regions where 
Solidity were not ? 
Would not those regions hurl it thence. 

As when Pilatre Rozier 
Sustain'd that frightful decadence 
From his collapsed montgolfier, 
When it by fire to dizzy altitudes had got ? 

The aerolite, — the meteoric stone, — 

'Mid jarring elements shot forth to us. 
Meet semblance were ; no marvel from the moon 
Some deemed it came. The soar on Pegasus, 
The good Bellerophon's, * 
Ev'n winged insect shall reprove, 

As were its vails invaded thus '^ 
And Pha-«-thon's terrific rove 
Is quenched in broad Eridanus,^ 
And left its embers hath in Afric's swarthy sons.^ 



(1) 'AyaJda ^povtovra, IL vi. 162. 

roya on taon qui tourmenta si fort Pei 
ion."— Dacter, on Hor. Od. It. 11. 

(8) OTid, Metam. ii. 324. (4) Id. il 2S6. 



(2) "Jupiter enToya nn taon qui tourmenta si fort Pegaie, qu'il jetta par 
par terre Bellerophon."— Dacter, on Hor. Od. ir. 11. 
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Attraction, gravitatioD, are the laws 

Which guide insensate matter : if we grant 
That matter having will, as counter cause, 
Can, in degree, those impulses supplant, 
Ev*n this its rules obeys. 
The winged bird may cross the sky, 

To distant regions immigrant ; 
The lightest, fairest symmetry 
Of human frame must ignorant 
Soon find itself, itself above the earth to raise. 

It is a grave inquest, — '^ How are the dead 

Raised up, and with what body do they come ?" 
I have an " Ai'ticle" thereon once read, 

And many an once, which may seem rash to some, 
But seemeth right to me : — 
^' Christ truly did &om death uprise ; 

And took again his flesh,*' [that bled ;] 
" And bones, and all things any wise 
To man's condition credited ; 
And therewith" (mark "therewith") "went up iu heav'n to be." 

I add " that bled," — because he shewed to them 

His hands, his feet ; the print mark of the nails ; 
The spear wound in his side : benign proem 
Is that he speaks when di*ead their heart assails 
Lest he a spirit roam ; — 
" Handle me" (" pselaphesate,") ^ 
For spirit hath not, as avails 
Your touch and sight to feel and " see 
Me have, both flesh and bones :" still fails 
Their trust ? He takes and eats that fish and honey-comb. 

And here this brings me well nigh to the verge 
Of our chief inquisition. When from death, 

And its last slumb'ring in it, shall emerge 

Th' awaken'd frame, say, shall it come with breath 
And voice, and speech, and sense ? 

(1) 'Vr)\aji^7\ffari ft€ koL Ucrt. Lu'ce xxIt. 39. 
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Of Him who, here, the pattern is 
'Tis writ " He breathed on them and saith ;" 

And, ev'n to sense of taste, to his 
Abundant proof he rendereth 
That real, corporeal substance he ascended hence. 

Shall, then, the blissful rise, and shall the lost, 

With breath, and voice, and speech, and ev'ry sense ? 
It asks most grave decision ; gain or cost 
Involved is in it of amount immense. 
Whether for weal or woe. 
The sinner's doom jour preachers touch 

With ruthless lack of reverence : 
Surely, to him it matt'reth much 
If sensitive or insensate whence 
To meet th' unquenched fire which he must undergo. 

To solve one doubt this verse shall not presume : 

The sinner^s future, — ^is it fi'ry fiame? 
If so, why doth it not, at least, illume 
The outer darkness ? both compaiings claim 
True imports to convey. 
Is not the worm that doth not die 

An image for remorse and shame ? 
Then if kind hearts the fire apply 

For wrath, who shall th' opinion blame ? 
If tropical one must be, why not th' other may ? * 

But, be that how it may, it need not clash 

The matter with, — Doth risen body keep 
Its pow'rs of sense ? whether those teeth that gnash, 
ITie gnawing tongue that wails, the eyes that weep 
Are reid not ghostly things : 
And were there, ev'n, one sense, — the sight, — 

What scenes for eyes that never sleep ! 
And be there voice ? what mind aright 
Can deem within that direM deep 
What blasphemy, what grief, what rage rebellious rings ? 

(1) On this most grave question, prudently left untouched in the 89 
Articles of the English Church, even so admirable and sound a writer as 
Witsius thus expresses himself : " Liceat hie saltern ^ircxciv.**— De ^Econo- 
mia Fader. I 5, 42. 
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There is a wondVous sweetness in the term 

A cemetery, — Koiimmpiov : 
It meaneth, as all scholars will confirm, 
' A place of rest in sleep ;' from whence anon 
Each slumb'rer shall awake: 
The trumpet from that sleep shall call 
The righteous : then the questi-on 
Is a momentous one for all, — 

What nature shall they then put on ? 
Shall they flesh, breath, and bones, and senses to them take ? 

And, first, that point in some good part to prove. 

It is, perhaps, good question in wisdom, — 
When the rapt soul resumes its earthlj robe. 
Think we it should to worse or better come 
Than how it fared on earth ? 
What ! like the aged Barzillai, 

Must it rich rank in high kingdom 
Decline, and " I," excusing say, 
^' Am tasteless, blind, and deaf, and dumb ; 
O let me end my life where it hath had its birth ?" 

Is feeble age but stage to something worse, — 
Weak sense to it, but then no sense at all ? 
And so Barzillai's plaint well may rehearse 
To King of Heav'n th' awakened when his call 
To him inviteth them, — 
* Can I, thy servant, good discern 

By sight from ill, or sweets from gall 
By taste, or strains by hearing learn 

Wherewith bright throngs before thee fiill ? 
Why go I, then, with th' King to his Jerusalem ? 

The sense of sight ! — were any asked to judge 

Which is the noblest of the faculties 
Of sense man hath ; I think they would most grudge 

To lose their sight ; shall, then, with seeing eyes 
The risen righteous see ? 
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Will th' adyocates of shapeless sprite 

Conclude it blind, or grant to it 
Some strange molluscous sense of lights 

Less real than, ev'n, wherewith is lit 
That pulp, half zoa^ half plant, — the sea anemone ? 

Ah, tearful change ! jet eye is then no more 

That tear to shed : when bright innumVous scenes, 
Far brighter than this vision met before, 

Are &ence unveiled, no ret'na rend'reth means 
Their beauteousness to view : 
Though myriad angels round the Throne, 

And it, and He that sat thereon 
To mortal eye in flesh were shewn,* 
Yet, doubly lost is that vision, — 
For th* eye to view is gone, and they are viewless too. 

And hearing, too, and vocal utterance ? 
Was it the plaint of him from Rogelim 
" Can I sweet sounds enjoy ?" Rude arrogance 
Is it " of Cherubim and Seraphim 
That do continual cry. 
All angels, and the heavens, and all 

The pow'rs therein,"* the praise to deem 
A praise that may be heard ? or shall 
The ris'n the universal hymn 
Not hope to join ? doth line or word this testify ? 

Nay ; grossest of the senses, sense of taste. 

Yet, here I write with utmost diffidence ; 

Death need not end : the fiat which replaced 

The maid in life did then the first that sense 

Command to exercise. 

The four days buried, then exhumed 

By like behest, like evidence 
Doth render ; for it is presumed, • 

To comment shrewd without pretence. 
The " sitting at the table*' eating meat implies. 

(1) To John in Patmos. 
(2) How truly poetical and of sweet euphony are those two Tones in our 
Te Deum ! In the German, one of them is even more so :— " Zu Dir mfev 
alle Enj^el laut, die Himmel mit alien ihren Heeren." 
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And if, as I of course anticipate, 

'Tis muimured, — * those retook their mortal frame,' 
How with the ris'n Lord ? he, also, ate : 
Or how with they who courte-ous Abram 
Assenting bade " So do ?" 
And when the two had left the One, 

And on to Lot in Sodom came. 
By him to them the like was done 
As to the three ; and they the same, 
When he prepared the feast, complacency renew. 

I will not antecede futurity 

With gaze irreverential : let conclude 
This inquisition one corollary, — 

The heav'nly realm must be, in certitude, 
A veritable realm ; 
For some of its bright occupants 
Corporeal are ; yea, multitudes 
Unnumber'd they ; though. Reason grants, 
Etherial natured : but reviewed 
Be this new Section in, lest this we overwhelm. 
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The third, the heaven op heavens, what shall it be ? 
And WHERE ? — Chaste Reason, plume thy wing ! 

Must it not HAVE SUBSTANTIALITY, 

And BE A KINGDOM, and obey a king 

Dwelling and reigning there ? 
I think the matter least revealed 

Is its locality :^ to bring 
Were well, perhaps, into the field 
Of meek and sane considering 
All fair hypotheses, and each with each compare. 

There are who think this earth, passed through the fire, 

Will be th* arena : 'tis no brainless guess : 
Writeth he not, whom special gifts inspire, 
" New earth we, wherein dwelleth righteousness. 
As well as heav'n look for ?" 
Yea ; and to this he antedates. 

As preface to his " nev'theless," — 
That end which earth, which heav'n awaits, 
If lit'ral sense his words express, — 
" Whereto this present earth and heav'n are kept in store." 

Yet, cogent reasons from that view deter : 

Weigh we that suit, — " Father, I will that they 
Thou givest me, thou wilt on them confer 
My glory to behold ; and that they may 
Be with me where I am !" 
And His intent that glory by 
Ihdubiously his words convey ; 
" Me with that glory glorify," — 
Sublunary? terrestrial? nay; 
" Quam habui apud te pri's mundus esset quam."* 

(1) Hereafter, finally and eternally, rather than during the present finite 
dispensation. (2) Latin Vulgate, John zyii. 5. 
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Shall we, then, deem this radiant firmament, 

With all its multiples of solar raj, 
And orb-revolving systems, doth present 
To finite vision, as it likely may, 

But one of myriads more ; 
Whose amplitudes in severed range 

Located, yet, combined display 
To opened eyes, when mortal change 
Takes down this tenement of clay, 
A cordon of effulgence central Heav'n before ? 

Nay ; cordon not ; but huge convexity 
Prevailing limitless through latitudes 
Which know no end : fly on eteinally, 

Right on, thou winged thought, yet, aye eludes 
Thy grasp all bourne thereto ; 
Save, haply, that may well despond 

The impious heart when Fancy broods 
Upon the dread that far beyond 

Those breadths dark Erebus excludes 
Light's lustre thence for th' lost their exile to ensue. 

Ah well ; within that circumvected frame. 

Teeming with an'mate and inanimate kind. 
And bright with blaze of many a starry flame. 

Shall th' Heav'n of heav'ns be thought by finite mind 
Its fabrics to sustain ? 
To tell the vast diameter 

Of th' huge entire, its ends to find. 
Myriads of ages might defer 

To myriads more, yet, leave behind 
The task to myriad others, enterprised in vain. 

If this hypothesis be right as far 

As now proposed, then hence it followeth, — 

There is a veritable realm where are 

Th' abodes of heavn'ly bliss ; and, after death, 
A course to take thereto : 
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That no where, or that evVy where 

Heav'n is 'tis error uttereth : 
The hand could thither point ; * 'tis there* 
The tongue affirm, if what it saith 
Who said it knowledge had which th' right direction knew. 

We look from this our segment of that zone 

Of glorious universes which surround 
Afar that realm where De'ly hath its own 
Celestial palace : ah ! had we but found 
Which way our face to turn, 
'Twere solace to look forth and say — 

* 'Tis yonder, — there, — those hymns resound 
Which hallowed quires in ceaseless lay 
Rehearse, while darkness' outer bound 
Is now behind our backs beyond where planets burn.' 

With probability in unison 

Thus far though all this be ; yet, now one doubt 
Attendeth, — * Shall, when time its course hath run, 
Those lights of suns and stars be clean put out 
Through universes all ? 
Shall all collapse, and like a scroll 

Be rolled up, as minds devout 
Have learned, and occupy the whole 

Shall God's bright heav'nly realm ?' about 
This mighty problem let us further witness call. 

One other issue, clearly, might evolve 
From final dissolution ; ev'ry frame 
Which the last flood of fire shall once dissolve 
Of worlds or systems in its purging flame 
May, purged, its pow'rs resume : 
This plaiiet, ours, presenteth signs 

That once or more to grief it came ; 
Its fabric many a proof .combines 
To shew hath undergone the same 
Or similar restoring from some fiery doom. 
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If orbs and firmaments once or again 

Have such renascence had ; whence them upon 
New types of sentient beings, whether men 
Or o^er such, have had dominion, 
In spirit or in fiesh ; 
May there not come at length a stay 

To such vicissitudes ; yea, one 
Which hath finality ; when they 
Who have in worlds existence won 
In many a cycle, shall win it in them afresh ? 

'Tis here, I think, the main uncertainty 

Hath place ; of twain, which is the heav'nly plan ; 
Creations new go'ng on eternally 

In worlds as nurseries, whence, mortal span 
Surceasing, new supply 
Of subjects Cometh, thence no more 

To sojourn where their course began ; 
But, the bright Heav'nly Throne before. 
Who once, as once terrestrial man. 
Death tasted, now to dwell where none shall ever die : 



Is't thus ? or is't that as the elements 

Of such created orbs unperfect seem, 
They are to be made perfect, the intents 
To answer perfectly for which they teem 
With living habitants ? 
Is't thus ? All hail the period ! 

hasten it, Great Elohim I 
Each mundane ill, each Ichabod 
In dust, Benignity Supreme, 
For such redintegration sorrowfully pants. 

Nay ; either issue right well may we bid 
* All hail ' to us ; benign alternative, — 
One heav'nly world all worlds that ever did 
In space to occupants fair birth-place give 
T' oblit'rate and succeed ; 
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Thenceforth one heaven all space to fill : 
Or, else, all* worlds whose tenants live 
In mixtures now of good and ill, 
To lose the ill, and, as with sieve 
Grood wheat were si^ied, so the good from evil freed I 

Shall it be as this latter plan would paint ? 

'TIS easy then to judge the future bliss 
Of those new worlds, thus purged from evVy taint 
Of matter's baseness which prevails in this. 
Material still to be : 
And then whatever goodly now 

And bright in mundane &brics is, 
Obdurate sceptic, even thou. 
With all thy brainless prejudice, 
Must grant may be but earnests of futurity. 

Magnificent as myriad beauties are 

Iq this our planet's scen'ries, and, perchance. 
Resplendent more in many a world afiu*, 
Yet, ev*n our finite fancy can advance 
To richer scenes than these. 
We had a penciller, whose eye 

Hath lately closed, who could enhance 
The charms of Nature's imag'ry 
To aggregates of wild romance 
Beyond what on the earth the true eye ever sees.* 

I dare, indeed, to think, and dare to write, 

That once ^e graphic or conoeptive skill 
Of our great Milton in superior light 
Appeareth not ; when his majestic quill 
Would Eden's best portray. 
Methought his master mind that page 

With more than wonted fire would fill ; 
It is not so : a demon's rage 
In lurid gleam the same pencil 
Might render well, yet, ill fair Nature's charms display. 



(1) J. M. W. Tumor. 
f2 
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It hath a look as though to execute 
His task the poet op'd his lexicon, 
And cull'd thence all the terms would nicely suit 
To landscape-gardening ; then one by one 
Inlaid them in his verse : 
'Mid "slope" and "steep," and "mount" and "hill," 

And " dale," and " valley" rivers run ; 
And "fount," and "lake," and "stream" and "rill" 
Their places find his page upon ; 
While "groves," and " lawns," and "grots," and " caves" his 
pliant lines rehearse. 

What though no Bedouin, 'mid his arid plains, 

Nor heir of Arctic or Antartic snows. 
Could paint in thought the glory of those lands 
Where the hibiscus, jasmine, sambac, rose 
Their primest blooms unfold ; 
Such climes and blooms none might for this 

Deny to be : then, haply, those 
Were in man's first estate of bliss 
A hundredfold surpassed : who knows 
But Eden's self were poor t' what th' eye shall yet behold ? 

'Tis hard to think that all the mighty works 
And beautiful which fill all space shall ^id 
In drear annihilation : sorrow lurks 

In them, and sin its source ; yet, sure to mend 
Were better than destroy ! 
A less illustrious exit were 

Of all things, plausibly contend 
Might Reason, — Heav'n were ev'ry where, — 
Than,-— that its boundless reign extend 
To countless worlds rebuilt in righteousness and joy. 

One order of th' Celestial Hi'rarchy, — 
Angelic hosts, — ^would then the end sustain 

Its title indicates^ eternally 

As well as while the transitory reign 
Of time its aims fulfils. 

) ^itt^/O i^s ^^^^ ^ ayy€\os signifies a messenger. 

Digitized by VjOOQ LC 



85 

Grave errands from th' All-ruling Throne 

Throughout its limitless domains 
Borne to and fro would thus make known 

Th' Eternal Will, and to it gain 
One filial fealty thence from all inferior wills. 

The flow'rs of earth, what are they, and its gems, 

Its veins of silver, and its golden sands ? 
Tell these of past magnificence ? problems 
Not easy solved are there : or stands 
That bloom in fair presage ? 
Paradisaic palaces, 

Builded by ant' adamic hands, — 
Is gold, is di-amond of these, — 

Are precious gems through Orient lands, — 
The smitten, crumbling wrack through many a dateless age ? 

Again may be what hath been : blooms of earth. 

And fairest fruit it rend'reth now for food. 
May be but prelibation of that birth 

Of worlds, when they shall be at last renewed 
To be dissolved no more. 
Fain would I find some heav'nly Muse 
To rule my lyre, that fancies crude 
Its hallowed strains may sage refuse. 
And meekly to the magnitude 
Of such high heav'nly theme mellifiuously soar. 

Wake, child of man, wake up, thy slumbers o'er 

Which thousand years have dured ; and ye who dwelt 
This planet in, each change it had before ; 
Wake up as Adam did when first he felt 
Creation's quick'ning spell : 
Look up, look up, look forth, around ; 

Up, up the uplands to the skies 
Prevail, with blooms and verdures crowned. 
Whose hues and fragrance, forms and size 
Are such as hugely ev'ry finite thought excel. 
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That growth the Western North hath late unveiled 

To European eyes ;^ those trunks and limbs 
Gigantic ; threefold what one deemed prevailed 
The loftiest stem to rise ; those Anakims® 
Of trees have dazzled sense. 
Basaltic prodigies amaze 

Already, such as bleaJk Antrim's, 
Or Staffa's briny cave ; we gaze 
With awe upon them : is it whims 
Of rash imagining which draws conclusions thence ? 

Ye crystalled ores, disintegrated now, 

Lo ! to what structures are ye then recalled I 
The spire, the shaft from forth the mountain's brow 
To dizzy heights aspire : bright courts enwalled 
With stones most precious there I 
Upwinding flights,— each radiant gem. 

Chrysolite, beryl, emerald, 
Or chrysoprase, constructeth them, — 
To sky-borne terraces equalled 
By Shinar's nor Titanic enterprises bear. 

And thence from safe reared ramparts, or, again. 
From sky-girt arches which, from hill to hill. 
For miles, and miles in height, bestride the glen. 
Bright hosts look forth on lands from tempests still, 
Or tranquil shining seas. 
Is light a peerless gift from Heav'n ? 

The seer hath writ, — " Of one day will 
The light be as the light of sev'n." 
Is life a boon consummate skill 
Hath doned ? the powers of that life far outmeaaure these. 

The Colchian sorc'ress or the Pontian king 
Might there no more their baneful suits attend ; 

Nor Mizraim's harlot queen thence to her bring 
Th' envenomed asp its fatal fang to lend 
For desp'rate rescue then. 

(1) Gigantabies Wellingionianft ;~the new name more properly suggested 
by Mr. Nelson, of the New Forest Arboricultural Bstablisoment. 

(2) For the sake of my rhyme in this instance I follow the rulgar cnstom, 
under the protection of our English Version of Deuteronomy ii. 10« viz : 
adding an « to the Hebrew plural— im. 
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The lion shall with th' lamb lie down, 
And with the ox in pasture bend ; 

The flood no more its victims drown, 
Nor fire flame be the martyr's end ; 
The weaned child shall brave the cockatrice's den. 

And now, thou seeker, whosoe'er thou art 

That humbly seekest Heavenly Truth to learn, 
Whether we rightly so that Truth impart 
That worlds rebuilt shall once more brightly bum 
With renovated ray ; * 
Or whether one celestial realm 

Be that for which thy heart shall yearn. 
Which shall at length all worlds o'ei'whelm 
And fill all space : one path discern 
To be of wisdom thine, and it before thee lay : 

For that last chanob prepabe : it cometh not 

Of trivial need : a burning universe 
Must have most grave occasion : ev'ry spot 
Or taint of ill in it, or cause of curse. 
Its end is to destroy : 
Clean must the heart be that would have 

In sin-unsullied worlds its lot : 
Let a concluding Section crave 

Chief notice while its verse in what 
A RIGHT PREPARING IS its fairest aims employ. 
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The two antagonistic elements, 

Water and fire, that each the other stem, 
Have one effect in common ; like events 
Come of them ; base impurity of them 
It is the gift to cleanse : 
The fineVs fire, — how serveth it 

Unto the golden diadem 
Or argent shield ? 'tis his to sit 
To purge away the dross ; emblem 
For purity much us'd by holy penmen's pens. 

With this that errand of that Messenger, 
That Voice to cry " Prepare" doth well agree, — 
" I, indeed," first, " baptise you with water. 
Repentance to ; there cometh after me 
That shall baptise with fire." 
That fire at last shall minister 

Their final meed of purity 
To th' just, while " reprobate silver," 
The "bellows bum'd," the foul shall be. 
When th' Founder's toils to melt in vain his patience tire.* 

Why must it be that worlds, — or, limit set 

To such enquiry, — why must this our globe 
Of earth, insensate, therefore sinless, yet, 
Be purg'd by fire, as verily as robe 
Is rins'd in limpid stream ? 
Its verdict at its genesis. 

When sons of Grod, so writeth Job, 
Together sang for joy, was this, — 
" God saw that it was good, — Chi tob :'*« 
Fair Eden still was fair, or why those Cherubim ? 

(1) Jcrem. vi. 28-30. (2) l'ilO'^3 . Heb. " That it good." 
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We might, in part, not answer this much wrong 

If we should teach, — as heathen sages taught, — 
A base alloy to matter doth belong 
Inherently in all its phases ; fraught 
It is with dregs of ill. 
True ; yet, its fallen habitant. 

Besides, hath made its fiibrics naught 
With foul behavings ; neither grant 
Can truthful candour this, — that aught 
Its tenant ever did but made it fouler still. 

When fire from heav'n upon the sinners came 

Of Sodom, not on them alone it fell 
But on their cities too ; the flood of flame 
Did in destruction all the place as well 
As all its people drown : 
But works of men were they, and both 

Their homes and temples vile : but tell 
Our sweetest poet bravely doth 
How Heav'n's more perfect works excel 
Vain man's, — " God made the country, man the town."* 

Nay ; but the world itself, though heav'nly built, 

Man hath full sore defil'd, that hardly good 
It can b' accounted now ; one hue of guilt, — 
To cite none else, — ^the pouring out of blood, — 
Hath dy'd it for its doom : 
A pen hath writ, — *^ If all the slain 
Of man by man rose up and stood, 
Stood hand in hand, o'er land and main, 
Of sixteen ranks in amplitude 
A belt the round world round would occupy the room."* 

Ah tearful retrospect ! design'd, O man, 
To live in love with all thy fellow men. 

The first bom son the bloody work began. 

And then the seventh from Adam slays, and then 
The marriage bond annuls : 

(1) Cowper. (2) Dick's Cbrittian Philosopher. May it not be feared 
that the late rebellion in the United States, and the sad necessity of its 
■oppression, will have added, or will add, a seventeenth rank to the belt ? 
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And cursed tyrants ev'ry when 

Have griev'd the earth ; the Tartar Khan 
To wit ; who, writes historic pen, 
At Bagdad, and at Ispahan, 
Fell trophy rais'd, — a cone of sev'nty thousand skulls. 

Man hath misused his planet : goodly groves 

Made shades profane for horrid ritual ; 
Each sightly hiU wherever the eye roves 
Hath been his Bamah ; ev'ry integral 
Of earth he hath made vile : 
Lorn remnant that on Sarum's plain. 

Where roofless stones majestical 
Laid bare to heav'n the piteous slain 
In cursed rites : material 
Stone, metal, clay hath been for ev'ry idol pile. 

The earth must burn ; its structures are unfit. 

The holiest of them, perfect service for : 
Here, indeed, we are tolerating it 
That idol sites of Odin or of Thor 
Yield hallelujahs now : ^ 
It may not so hereafter be ; 

Not the "rubigo"* only, nor, — 
(It is the prophet's simile, — ) 
" The thigh, the shoulder, bones, liquor. 
But th' brazen pot itself shalt bum to cinders thou.*'-^ 

To th' evil warning, solace to the just 

It may well be to mark how th' fire lurks 
In earth's wide womb, or through its varied crust, 
As though prepar'd its last terrific works 
At bidding to fulfil: 
The crater's vomit fi-om below ; 

Above, the light'ning's barbed forks 
Or sheeted glare ; the fi'ry bow ; 

The spark which in the tind'ry murks 
The flint from stricken steel so speedy render will ; 

(1) As with St. Peter's, Westminster, and 8t. Paul's. 

(2) Latin Volgiite for scum. (3) Ezek. xxv. 
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That flaming visitant whose fi'rj trail 

Now and then sweeps athwart our stany sky, 
And century of years seems to prevail 

The wondrous speed wherewith it flits us by 
Ere it again appear ; 
The liquid light, when calm the sea. 

Which trickleth down while softly ply 
The oar's propelling agency 

The seaman's hands, and to the eye 
The sea seems all on fire ; — all testifieth here. 

Follow thy folk, or iron cleated hoof. 

On shingly road, when deep'ning shadows dark 
Of night enwrap the world, and far aloof 
ShaJl ever and anon the gleaming spark 
The like remindings bear. 
The blazing hosts that radiant deck 
The breadths of the supernal arc 
Are miniatur'd by th' tiny speck 

Of th' glowworm's lamp, b' which wold and park, 
The wild dark heath the most, illuminated are.^ 

Who, then, true wisdom hath ? Let such confess 
Good is that apostolical behest, — 
" Seeing we hope such things, what holiness 
Should be, and should abide, in ev'ry breast 
Fitly such ends to meet I" 
To this enquiry, then, we say, 

Let this last Section be addressed, — 
What is that holt frame that mat 
Suffice to set all fear at rest 
When worlds, and suns, and heav'ns shall melt with 

FERVENT HEAT ? 

There are, methinks, two ranks of graces, which 
With unlike earnestness may be pursued ; 

The ONE of temporal avail, less rich. 
Though rich, wherewith to be endued 

Than those which cross the grave : 

(1) The dwellers in cities have little idea of this adornment of the wolds, 
where from one to two hundred of glowworms may be collected in an acre 
of ground and be placed in figures or letters of fire on your lawn. 
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Is sample ask'd ? 'tis easy learned ; 

The goodly grace of Fortitude, — 
To " give the body to be burned," — 

Shall, when existence is renewed. 
Though Love then faileth not, no place nor office have. 

Enquire of some, when life's last ends approach, 

What is their hope ; it is — ' We never did 
Upon our neighbour's lawful rights encroach ; 
In ev'ry deed what Justice seem'd to bid 
Us do that have we done.' 
But, laws of bodies politic, 

Yon worlds or world of bliss amid'. 
Integrity in trade traffic. 

Or neighbours' landmarks moved or hid, 
Base int'rests such as these we judge there will be none.^ 

The precious grace, — all inj'ries to forgive, — 
Though precious now, yet, then abideth not 
When none shall injure. Then impurely live 
In carnal frailty, sexual ties their lot 
Having foregone, none may. 
With love of money, pregnant root 

Of ev'ry ill, no more shall rot 
Celestial mind : nor upright suit 
Of love denied corroding blot 
To gladness prove when " marry nor are married they." 

Such graces covet, though with stream of time 

They pass away ; them none the less implore. 
Be just in dealings, though in state sublime 

These mundane traffics shall be known no more. 
Forgive till inj'ries end. 
Till flesh no longer try live pure. 

Kill avarice till ev'ry store 
Called wealth shall come to nought. Endure 
Life's ills with patience ; though before 
Long time eternity thou shalt without them spend. 

(1) See Appendix F. 
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To curb gross appetites with self control, 

To practise temp'rance ev'n in meats and drinks 
Is good and right though this life yield the whole 
Of such occasions ; if, at least, one thinks 
With Israel's Habbakuk. 
To be benignant to the poor ; 

To cheer the downcast when he sinks 
In sorrow's deeps ; to ope' the door 
Of captive's cell ; the fall'n from brinks 
Of dread Gehenna's pit like fi'ry brand to pluck ; 

Well to fulfil all duties relative. 

Domestic, social, or,-^f graver hold, — 
Juridical, or such as theirs who give 

Their life blood aids in war's red carnage bold 
Their country's foes to brave, — 
'Tis oft, this, in memorial page 
Or on sepulchral tablet told 
In plea for praise ; yet, vain presage, 
Though writ in monument of gold. 
It were that aught of this would once survive the grave. 

One pursuit yet, like finite in its range, 
Suffice our stricture to ; — ^a holy zeal 
All nations ignorance doth yet estrange 
From Truth the testimony to reveaJ 
Whereon it rests unto : 
Gk> into all the world and fi'ee 

To ev'ry tribe and people deal 
The heav'nly witness ; ev'ry knee 
Of ev'ry creature teach to kneel 
To th' Majesty Divine, and teach baptising too : 

Yet, this good work, too, only can have place 
This present progress of existence in : 

We judge our next estate no more deplore 
Will moral evil ; nor the mind of sin 
To that estate prevail. 
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If all these exercises, then, 

From finite life their origin 
Derive, and with it soon again 

Shall have their end where they begin. 
Say, are there better graces which shall never faU ? 

There are such graces : and 'tis wisdom's course 

To learn what are they : then its utmost means, 
And skiU, and enterprise to put in force 

To compass their possession ; Sheba's queen's 
Avidity to wit. 
Feel any that to this good suit 

Their nature's best persuasion leans ? 
With axe laid sternly to the root 
Of ev'ry growth that intervenes 
Come with us to the work and studious follow it. 

The best of all attainments, most sublime. 

Ennobling mortal or immortal mind ; 
One which eternity long after time 

Shall still develope, still fresh nurtures find 
For its development ; 
A height, a depth, a breadth, a length. 

Which passeth knowledge : frail ma^ind 
Compass it not by nature's strength ; 
A gift benignantly assigned 
To all who meek for it their suit to Heav'n present ; 

Is Heavenly love ; to highest sov'reigntt. 

Beneficent, Eternal Source and Spring 
Of all existences, intensity 

Of ckeatuke love ; filially rendering 
Its adorations due. 
Say we * Is love tow'rd Pow'r Unknown 

Impracticable offering, — 
To love abstractedly a Throne 

While strangers to its Beigning King ? 
Nay ; is this fair conclusion ? is the premiss true ? 
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There are who have arrived at years mature 

The face unknown of those who gave them buth ; 
Sent home in infancy from climes impure ; 
Or, parent forms to consecrated earth 
Duly but early giv'n : 
Such offspring, yet, may love, and do, 

Such parents ; hear of them ; their worth 
By record learn ; their gifts review ; 
Their letters read ; and oft look forth 
To see and know them yet on earth or else in heav'n. 

The fervent Paul, the meek love teaching John, 

The earnest Peter, or in earliest youth 
The chaste immured .in Potiphar's prison, 
The good Naomi or the filial Ruth, 
The weeping Magdalen, 
The tearful Hannah, or Mary, 

Who at her Lord's loved feet his truth 
Implicit learned, unseen, yet we 

Can, doubtless, love ; and so, forsooth, 
Much rather Him more lovely than all sons of men. 

A heart of love, then, recognizing love 

To th' Great Paternal Mind, beneath whose care 
Parental we all creatures live and move, — 
Hear this, O hear it, Eai* that heareth pray'r. 
That heai*t vouchsafe to me ! 
» O Heavenly Love, thou gift of gifts. 
All hail ! possess my soul, and there 
For ever stay ; and when death lifts 
The veil that hides, help me to bear 
All that my soul hath loved without that veil to see. 

That this the chiefest grace we rightly call 

Is hence made plain, — that all the Heav'nly Will, 

Both ordinances and commandments, all 
It moveth to obey and to fulfil : 

For doth th' Aknighty Mind 
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Deign to take pleasure creatures, yet 

In righteous prowess imbecile, 
Should cleave to what is good, and set 
Themselves against all moral ill ? 
To this desire this love will faithful spirits bind. 

LoYE we the Migesty that doth create 

All sentient life, and it createth good ? 
All sentient life that its first pure estate 
Hath kept, and in primeval goodness stood, — 
Creatures of angel type, — 
With mind of love we contemplate ; 

And, doubtless, when this flesh and blood 
Is cast aside, discov'ry great 

Shall dim conception's peering bud 
Expand into cognition's fruit and fiilness ripe. 

Nor shall nnfallen sentient life alone 

Object of love now and for ever be ; 
But OF THE fallen that which here doth groan 
And travaileth in pain sweet liberty 
From bondage to obtain, — 
Them who are stbiying day by day 

From sin's fell thraldom to be free 
We love ; and love, we dare to say, 
We shall far more eternally. 
When they and we the issues of this conflict gain. 

And them, alas ! who no good issues seek 

Of this fair life we, yet, compassionate : 
Sad that the semblance of their course oblique 
That gir41e were which, buried at Euphrat, 
A worthless #rack became ! 
I dare not write, when once they reach 
A doom they chose, not met in fate. 
The pity that would now beseech 
Shall then ev'n yearn to mitigate 
The thirst of burning tongue tormented in that flame. 
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Here, then, we get for axixious ignorance 

Why some good energies must now be due 
Which, yet, can challenge no continuance 
Hereafter, an enough unrav'Uing clue 
That lab'rinth to explore ; 
The Love which shall continue when 
The just no more just deeds can do 
The motive is to all just men, 
Nathless, all dealings to pursue 
Which just deeds are till just deeds they can do no more. 

Well is that Scripture justified, therefore, 

That " Love is the fulfilling of the Law." 
To do aU good deeds each to his neighbour, 

And from all ill deeds hand and heart withdraw ; 
Neither his goods to steal. 
Nor covet them ; nor seek his life. 
Nor doom it like profane Esau ; 
Nor blast his happ'ness in his wife, 
Nor fame in, what he never saw 
Nor heard false testifying ; — thus to deal. 

Uprightly, kindly, justly ; — if this comes 

From Love the motive : — Heavenly Truth to send. 
The field the world, through all its wide kingdoms, 
And islands of the sea, until the end ; 
If this from Love proceeds : 
Then, when these exercises cease, 

Which now their good occasions lend 
For Love by practice to increase, 
Itself shall endless ages spend 
In energy which then their helps no longer needs. 

I mean that, as good Aristotle on 

His page illustrious writes, ^ Surpasseth far. 

Perchance, its energy some chief ergon^ 
In value ; — victory better is than war : 
Yet the chief good, — ^the best 

(1) Arist. Ethica i. 1. k.t.A. 
G 
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Of ends which plac'd within the suit 

Of human aims and frailties are, 
A product is, indeed ; — the fruit 
Of energies ; — jety ad instar, 
An energy in its own energies at rest.'^ 

Go forth the suit, then, — * Sovereignty Divine, 

Paternal Source of all beneficence. 
Vouchsafe this mind of love on me and mine, 
Deign, deign on all, in measurements immense, 
In fulness to bestow : '— 
' Benignant Love, sweet Spirit, come 

In ev'ry breast ; and banish thence 
Base, haggard selfishness ; and from 
Bright reahns of light the boon dispense 
Recorded " Nought but Love one to another owe." 

A third rich grace in this life first begun, 

Not ending with it ; — when this life is past 
Its light shall then shine brighter than the sun. 
And when the sun is tum'd to darkness last. 
And when the moon to blood ; — 
Is true HUMILITY : O thou 

Who this hast learned, in it thou hast 
A safer store laid up, we trow, 

Than shrewdest miser's hoards amass'd, 
From rust and moth, or thieves, or all-devouring fiood. 

The reign of sin in this mortality 

Two ranges hath ; the meek evangelist 
Divideth one of these, thus making three ; * 

Carnal and worldly lusts the flesh's list, 
The spirit's tainture pride : 
Or, shall we teach that avarice 

Pertains to both ; the grasping fist 
The fiesh's part ; the glory, this. 
The pomp, proclaims the egotist, 
And is to pride akin, luzarious beside ? 

(1) Yvx^s ivfpytid ris Kar* aptriiv rcKtiatf iv $i<fi r^Aci^. 
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When Croesus shewed his treasures to SoIod,^ 

Or Hezekj his gold and spiceries 
To Merodach's salute from Babylon, 
What did thej else than th' pomps and pageantries, 
Of this yain world display ? 
When ^sop's son Metella's gem 

Dissolves and drinks " ut decies ;"* — 
Or when historic pens condemn 
Vitellius' wild avidities ; 
Must we not to their charge, too, pride and lux'ry lay ? 

My fellow heir of feeble, ffdlen flesh ; 

Daring transgessor, who, in all or each 
Of these three provings, in temptation's mesh 
Alas ! art snared ; bediink thee what a breach 
Of equity is there. 
Go, and before thy mirror stand ; 

Thyself survey, thyself impeach ; — 
* Behold a thief I' Lift up thy hand ; 
Confess it guilty ; to outreach 
Its grasp to fell extortion it hath learned to dare. 

Arraign thee further : ^ Is my brother poor. 
And do I plunder him, defraud, deprive ?' 
Now look again : ' Do I the hardened whore 
Confirm in hardness, or contents derive 
Chaste virtue to defile ? 
Do I my brother's lov'd one so. 

His dierished child, to ruin drive ? 
Is yon' mine image ? let me go 
And muse, — *Is this the way to strive 
For fitness for the end or usefrilness meanwhile ?' 

I often think what Nathan told to win 

The fallen saint must wring, if pity can. 
When read in church, from ruthless Hbertine, — 

That home thrust following too, — "Thou art the man ;" — 
The self-upbndding sigh. 

(1) In a former stanxa I have ased this name after the vulgar fashion of 
it, the penultimate long, the final syllable short. I now receire it as it 
ought to be reoeiyed, just the reverse,— SoAwv. 

(2) Horat. Sat. L ii. 8. " ITt decies soliauin exsorberet." 

g2 
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Would Heay'D, besides the sigh, the word 

Which signalised the prophet's plan 
Were uttered, — " I against the Lord 
Have sinned !" then theirs what good Nathan,^ 
" The Lord hath put away thy sin, thou shalt not die." 

" Gnothe seauton," — " Know thyself," — was deemed 
So sage an oracle that much dissent 
Was whence it sprang : to me hath ever seemed 
The Christian precept yet more excellent 
And sage, — " Thyself deny." 
" Examine," " prove ;" but " knoweth who 
The heart ?" yet, purpose innocent 
Seek heav'nly aiding to pursue. 
And ev'ry false or frail intent 
With self denial rule that heav'nly aiding by. 

The ancients tell us of a wondrous truce 

Once made with foe by hard besieged king : 
When dried up wells his citizens reduce 
To latest gasp, he sends petitioning 

Strange terms for their relief: 
" Concede that I and all of mine 

One drink may have at yon* bright spring ; 
My kingdom I will then resign, 
No longer for it combating." - 
The piteous suit is granted by the victor chief. 

The stipulation made, the monarch then 

Before him doth his host in council call ; 
And thus proclaims, — * No need there is for ten, 
Nor yet for five, but is there one from all 
Deny himself that will ? 
Whoever will his thirst restrain. 

And quench it not ; the kingdom shall 
Be henceforth his ; for so we gain. 
All else, delivVance from our thrall 
Of life consuming drought and hold our kingdom still. 

(1) Both syllables are long in the Hebrew. 
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" AriBton d'adar,"— " Water is the best,"— 

Right well for first note chose the Theban lyre :^ 
Not one of all that host by drought oppressed, 
Not one of all of them the king's desire 
Consented to fidfil : 
In cooling draughts the arid past 
All, all retrieve : the royal sire 
Alone is left : he comes the last ; 

But, — all his terms of truce require, — 
He bathes his fervid brows, his lips unslaken stUl. 

Reader, if aught thou art or hast hath made 

Distinction thine, that pattern, were it good, 
Or were it ill, might well or ill persuade : 
If civic rank, or if ancestrel blood. 
Or traffic's wide employ, 
Hath giv'n thee means to Virtue's ways 

To win the wav'riog multitude ; 
Or, chief, a pastor's voice upraise 

Dost thou that, luring snares withstood, 
In pureness faithful souls may find angelic joy ? 

Or, if again, parental pattern set, 

And well fulfilled, would dear observants draw 
To right endeavours ; then without regret 
All crooked paths to shun, and Heav'uly Law 
To love, more ai-dent pray. 
Sad scene if, while your flock you bid 

Or offspring from ill paths withdraw, 
Yourself what you forbade them did ! 
But, joyous issues if they saw 
You the bright standard bearing cheer them on their way ! 

Read any this whom, when they look within, 
Conscience anaigneth at its solemn bar ? 

This pattern them to new attainings win 
In righteousness, and firm to wage their war 
'Gaiiibt evil and its king! 

(1) Apurroy V v9wp : th« Ar§% words of Pindar's OlyiDpic OdM. 
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Sore was the suit encountered there ; 

An anguish more than mortals are 
Assigned to bear ; jet it to bear 

For earthly crown ! ours easier &r, 
For heav'nlj needless lures of e¥il vanquishing ! 

Alas ! mortality I low, low indeed 

Thou hast degraded I sins, whose baits one deems 
Must be of small enticement^ jet succeed, 
Naj, oft but one such heavn'lj glorj seems 
T' succeed to countervail. 
Alas ! mj brother ! captive drove 

Who art bj sueh delirious dreams ; 
Awake ! arise ! O taste and prove 
How radiantlj all Nature teems 
With peerless pleasures when in vain all snares assail. 

Bethink thee of that king :* do murmurs rise, — 

'Tis hard the heart's soft frailties to denj ? 
Behold that conflict ; in severest guise 
It doth temptation's fight and victorj 
Full graphicallj shew : 
His arid frame has reached the pool ; 

He glares on it with avid eje : 
It maj his burning forehead cool ; 

His lips, his tongue still parched and drj 
But render him more keenlj conscious of his woe. 

Are we not minded of our own Great King, — 

The King of heav'n, — when he this fleshlj frame 
Took unto him, and to his suffering 
In it on earth magnanimouslj came ? 
Hark to that crj, " I thirst :" 
'Twas deathlj agonj that wrought 

That thirst ; and when to feed its flame 
Their vinegar and gall thej brought. 
That sated not till death o'ercame 
Frail Nature it remained the Record hath rehearsed. 
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" Forasmuch, then," we read, " He in the flesh" 

Hath suffered, arm yourselves with the same mind.'* 
Soldier of Truth, go forth with ardour fresh 
Th' encounter to ; base appetites to bind 
Henceforth with firmer chain : 
Munificent the terms and free,^- 
*Be jour besetting sin resigned 
And overcome, and verily 
Who overcome shall issue find, — 
That with me suffering they shall, also, with me reign. 

But it was Pride we canvass'd : now again 
Come to the mirror ; set thy face as well 
As thou canst set it : catechise thee then, — 
'What see I in myself that I should swell 
With silly self conceit ?. 
Have I vast knowledge ? Ignorant : 
Foreknowledge ? not can I foretel 
A moment's issues. Must I grant 
In truth that sin doth in me dwell, 
And sorrowfully doth my brightest aims defeat ?' 

Gro on arraigning ; — * Can I become sick. 

Or accident my members or my brain 
Distort, and render me wild lunatick, 
Or idiot imbecile ? Can bitter pain 
Next hour become my lot ? 
And shall, at last, this mortal form 

Humiliating change sustain, 
Become the foul food of the worm, 
And reap corruption ? shall I vain 
Of either of these prospects be, or shall I not ?' 

'Nay ; but if, even, neither guilt nor grief 
Or did, or could my earthly lot assail ; 
If my life were an angel's, or in brief, 
The just's made perfect, as with good entail 
It shall hereafter be ; 
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Meek lowliness would then the more, 

Deep reverence the more, prevail : 

Who held those feet, prostrate before 

The Form that greeted them—" All hail !" 
Now cast their crowns before them on ^ the glassy sea.' 

What mind shall estimate, in radiant realms 

Of renovated life, the rev'rent awe 
Wherewith, while dismal terror overwhelms 
The doomed that see what holy vision saw 

And terms the " Great White Throne," 
The brightness of that Presence shall 

With kindling rays unto it draw 
Adoring hosts celestial. 
And brighter brows than when, the Law 
'Mid Sinai's dreads proclaimed, the &ce of Moses shone ? 

The mind that doth for that high serving fit, — 

To have, I dare not call it fellowship ; 
That were too loose a venture to admit ; 

But hallowed access, — while with heart and lip 
Loud praise its pow'rs fulfil, — 
All homage is : the God-voice bids 

The mountains and the cedars skip 
Like rams ; yea, seraphs their bright lids 
Adown their azure pinions dip 
While they with ear profound attend the Heav'nly Will. 

Sweet Meekness, come to me, and be thou mine ! 

Celestial mind, O build thou in this breast 
Thy mansion bright ! Great Majesty Divine, 
Deign to vouchsafe that my perpetual guest 
Be this all peerless grace ! 
And ye, vain glorious thoughts, depart. 

That have with pangs of guilt oppressed. 
And torn, and paralysed my heart : 
Henceforward I will seek my rest 
In ev'ry chastened aim and ev'ry lowly place. 
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One good mind more remaineth to be viewed 

Of those which shall eternally endure : 
Thrice happy they who are with it endued 
Li this life ; and we can them well assure 
'Twill be for ever theirs : 
It is what men call Holiness : 

And what is Holiness ? with pure 
And fervent mind to serve and bless, 
And soon with services mature, 
That Godhead of whose kingdom such are sons and heirs. 

Great error lurketh here in common views : 

Wide difference there is 'twixt holiness 
And righteousness, and them mankind confuse. 

By righteousness good teaching doth express ' 

Deeds between man and man : 
It biddeth you right actions do ; 

And wrong do not ; and wrongs redress : 
But holiness not one, nor two, 
Nor five whole stanzas, I confess. 
Nor then without great grace, develope duly can. 

I think I must the reader's patience ask 

That see'ng a weal so vital and so vast 
Is here involved, I may complete my task 
In yet one Section more, the Tenth, and last ; 
Of which the suit be this : 
Holiness, — and its office. Praise — 

Shall be upon the canvass cast ; 
And, when these rounds of years and days 
At length are numbered with the past. 
The rich reward it meets in everlasting bliss. 
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Most verily, no proof is holy talk 

That there is holy mind : nay, the reverse 
Full oft it indicates ; a holy walk, 

Like that which Sacred Narratives rehearse 
Of holy Enoch, find. 
Most verily, hypocrisy 

Of curses is ^e direst curse : 
To talk of grace, yet, graceless be, 
To vaunt a godly fhtme, is worse 
Than open-mouthed pro&neness from a godless mind. 

For holy walk a holy raiment I this 

Hereafter shall be robes of heav'nly light : 
Yet, good meanwhile those few to in Sardis 

That promise, — " They shall walk with me in white." 
The Roman candidate 
In woven white, or creted, robe 

Sought offices of perquisite 
And dignity around the globe : 

Horatius' hap the Christian might, — 
"Nix cecidit csbIo," — t' himself accommodate.* 

Yet, unto holy mind, we must admit 
In candour, holy utterance belongs : 
" To yourselves speaking,'* pen inspired hath writ, 
" In psalms, and hymns, and in melodious songs 
Of spiritual degree." 
Even the burning seraphim 
" One to another," in their throngs. 
Of sweet communion this the theme 
Re-echo with responsive tongues, — 
« The Lord Tzebaoth is Holy, Holy, Holy ! 
The world, — the universe, — is full of his glory.*' 

(1) MartiaL Epigram, iv. 2. The poet, neglectful of his dress, appearing 
at the Speotaclei not arrayed in white robes, the snow fell on him instead. 
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Deal fairly, then, je scoffers of this world ; 
Permit consistency in good men's speech 
With their belief : let not your jeers be hurPd 
Because they love to commune each with each 
Concerning things divine : 
If, indeed, they yourselves attempt 

Beyond their charge's terms to teach. 
Then growl and rend : yet mind, t' exempt 
Yourselves yourselves is to impeach; — 
" Not holy give to dogs, nor proffer pearls to swine." 

Now all of this is what is called in Creeds 
" Communi-on of saints :" what, then, abs saints ? 
That saints means holy ones no scholar needs 

Be taught ; — they who have learned all good restraints 
On sins to put in force : 
They may not be completely saved 

From all the ills, and warps, and taints 
Of nature froward and depraved 
Until the flesh, its medium faints. 
In Tzalmaveth's dim vale, and there gives up its course. 

Wherein, then, are they saints or holy ones ? 

Devotion practice, — that they fast and pray, 
And read, and Sabbaths keep, and hear sermons, — 
Explains this not enough.; for, holy they 
Are termed who do this not : 
For Godhead's self is Holy ; by 

This plea is urged the high summons, — 
" Be holy ye, for Holy I :" 

Be such, and *^ ye shall be my sons." 
This item in the query must not be forgot. 

Now here, and to the end of this assay, 
I shall unto that page more closely cleave 

Which good men call the Word, intending they 
What either Jew or Christian folk receive 
As Heav'nly Record giv'n : 
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And no apology I make 

For this, nor ask my reader's leave ; 
Nay ; rather counsel all to take 
It for their safest guide, nor grieve 
If it a narrow track map out for them to Heav'n. 

I find, then, " holy" as an epithet 

To all these subjects as their predicate 
And more than these applied : with rev'rence set 
The utt'rance " Holy Father" the most great 
Occasion to accord : 
The " Holy Spir't," the " Holy One," 
" Day, angels, heav'n" enumerate ; 
The " mount," the " temple" it upon ; 
" Ark, vessels, ground, crown, oil, cerate ;" 
Nay ; " bells upon the horses hol'ness to the Lord." 

How, then, apply we, — in what way or ways 
The term to man ? for, holy speech we call 
The saints' communion ; lasting, pray'r, and praise 
Their holy exercises ; products all 

Not that which doth produce : 
The skilled musician harmonies 

Composes ; and in concert plays 
Or lone ; yet, nor the music is, 

Nor instruments the strain that raise, 
The skill, or skilled that uses, but the skilful use. 

Our human kind made holy ? saints ? the term 

Must this intend, — their nature heav'nly change 
Hath visited ; what Holy Words affirm 

The first man was before perversion strange 
Undid him they become : 
While that first live humanity 

Through Eden's blooms unfallen range. 
And converse unreservedly 

With Heav'n all sinless interchange. 
That while all holy they in their first blissful home. 
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A man, then, holy ! how ? the temple built 

On Zion be the sample ; hallowed pile 
For hallowed uses : sinner, if thou wilt 
Be holy quite hereafter, and, meanwhile, 
Thereto be making meet, 
Such temple be : let nought impure 

Its walls, thy moi*tal frame, defile ; 
And let fit hallowed furniture 
Supplant the base suppellectile 
Of carnal wonts profane, from th' porch to th* Mercy* seat. 

Wrought the meek Teacher of the Christian Truth 

Most strange work once, — his own hands made a scourge ? 
Whence its cords handy ? they, belike, forsooth. 
Loops for those pens were which he made disgorge 
Their living lumber thence : 
Methinks, coarse Cromwell good excuse 

Must find it difficult to forge 
When bidding * These things introduce,' 
Instead of " Take them hence ;" to purge 
Grod's house fvom idols his cantankerous pretence.^ 

As the Lord with his temple. Christian, thus 

Deal with the sacred temple of thy soul ; 
Cast thence all base defilements ; covetous, 

And vain, and envious thoughts drive out, and foul 
Imaginations curb : 
Make it a house of pray'r, and not 

A den of thieves : with stem control 
Restrain God-robbing lures : each spot 
Of tarnish rase ; until the whole 
One holy temple be which no wrong suits disturb. 

And is it testified, O Christian man, 

That in thy soul, and in its flesh*built frame, 

The Triune God shall dwell, not less so than. 
Nay, more than, when in Holiest place he came 
Over those cherubim ? 

(1) They shew in Winchetter Cathedral the part of iti interior which he 
fanatically turned into a stable. 
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All holy live ; that Highest G-uest 
To serve and please ail rev'rent aim ; 

And from the altar of thy breast 

Sweet incense pour ; and thence procUlm 
Each fleeting hour loud praises, — " HalPli Elohim I" 

In this engagement, — ^^^raisb, — we have the last 

Of those good energies of mind and heart 
Which can be told as those which, with the past 
When all things else are numbered, then their part 
For ever shall sustain : 
Devotion now is Praise and Pray'r ; 

But Praise alone, whoe'er thou art 
That shalt obtun a blissftil share 
In renovated life, the smart 
Of ev'ry sorrow healed, thine office shall remain. 

And now, good reader^ such this life doth yield 

Its noblest enterprise : two different roads 
Invite thy travel ; and through different field 
Of lure or list to different abodes 
Indubitably lead : 
The life our verse would fain portray, 

And hath in sundry episodes 
More amply marked, is tiiat, we say, 
'Which they who live shidl weary loads 
Of grief and guilt escape, to bright reward succeed. 

Lastly, then, that Reward. A Persian king. 

The second Artaxerxes, once, on tour 
Surveyed his kingdom : all some present bring, 
And his acceptance of their gifts implore 

While passing through their lands : 
One peasant who the monarch nought 

Could offer, destitutely poor. 
Ran to the river's brink, and brought 
A draught of water, which he bore. 
Not ev'n a cup possessing, in his folded hands. 
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The deed was not despised : the great monarch 

A rich reward to that poor peasant sent : 
He sent him, and the amiable Plutarch 
Our author is, a golden cup : he meant, 
No doubt, to recognise 
The lack he had of that wherein 

His humble offering to present ; 
And sent him, either with or in 
That golden cup, munificent, 
A thousand golden Darics, to be his likewise. 

That peasant's offering full meaning had, 

And would in Persia be well understood : 
Whatever lands its kings subdued, they bade 
The people bring them earth and water, good 
Conditions to obtain :' 
The import was that such confessed 

That all their streams, and ev'ry rood 
Of all their land, to his behest 

Whose prowess had their realm subdued 
Were thenceforth tributary and his own domain. 

Did, then, that peasant virtually aver, — 

' I nought possess ; I bring thee, O my king, 
What is thine own, — part of thine own river. 
And thine the hands which this poor offering 
Submissively purvey ?' 
And gain'd he so by that service 

That he who not one single thing 
Possessed before would, after this, 
In plenty live, remembering 
With ever grateful mind the goodness of that day ? 

To th' King of kings, Christian man, who came 
Unto this earthly piece of his wide reign, 

There were, though few, whose privilege, liie same 
As was those Elamites', then found them fain 
Kind gifts to minister : 

(1) Herodot. ti. 4S. et passim. 



Digitized 



by Google 



112 

There were that bade him to their board, 
Yet, different treatment to obtain ; 

One on his feet for water pour'd 

Her tears, while other doth not deign 
The comm'nest lavatory office to confer. 

Nay ; did that peasant to his monarch fetch 

That water from afar ; — nay, more, perhaps. 
When he no thirst had for it ? — overstretch 
That supposition doth not likely lapse 
In good Plutarch's detail ; — 
The King we serve had sought the well ; 

And, weary seen, his suit enwraps 
In simplest words which plainly tell 
His need to her, that when she daps 
Her pitch.er in the well it may thereto avail. 

Yet, was his suit denied him at the first ; 

And lengthy converse, weary, unrevived 
By that poor boon he beareth : then his thirst 
He may, indeed, relieve : for she connived, 
As it would seem, thereat : 
Though nation prejudice forbids 

Her jug to lend, yet, not long-lived 
Her share was of it ; or, she rids 

Herself of weight ; but, self deprived. 
She leaves it for their use for this cause or for that. 

One to our King his own new hewn out grave 

Kind rend'reth ; some with hundredweights of spice 
Embahned him dead : but all for what they gave 
Received a hundredfold in value price : 
Upon his sacred head 
She who from alabaster box 

Poured out that precious 'nard ; device 
Mysterious therein ; unlocks 

It not but breaks ; full thrice and thrice 
Its worth to her receives, — her brother from the dead. 
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But I would tell of other gifts than these, 

And wealthier returns. To our Great King 
Wilt thou, O child of man, all lands and seas 
To own, nay, worlds to rule, attributing 
As his prerogatiye, 
Obedient, consecrate besides. 

And, lowly, as thy fealty bring. 
Thyself, thy life, as duty guides 
Him worshipping and honouring. 
In all his will and ways contentedly to live ? 

Then what his grace and love shall give to thee 
Shall now as my last enterprise be told : 
''Father, I will that they thou gavest me 
Be where I am, my glory to behold 

Which hath been ever mine." 
He shall white robes of purity, 

A crown, a throne,—*^ crown of gold, — 
A golden harp on glassy sea 
To stand and in thy hand to hold ; — 
He shall these give to thee to be for ever thine. 

Deal with the Highest as that peasant dealt 

His monarch with ; confessing his the feet 
That ran, the hands that bare, that knelt 

Belike the knees ; nay, prostrate it were meet 
Thereafter the whole frame : 
What thou to give unable art 

Himself for help to give entreat, 
That gift of gifts he claims, the heart : 
His better gift, contentment sweet, 
Repose, shall be the fruit of that surrendered claim. 

As he hath given thee life, and light, and breath, 

Divine vitality he will confer, 
And inward, heav'nly light ; and figureth 

That nostril breath of Nature's provender 
The Breath that breathes within : 
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Thus, knowledge, wisdom, skill to sight 
The paths of Truth, and such power 

As nature needeth them aright 
To tread, and in them not to err, 
And steadfastness, thou shalt from his rich bounty win. 

Life*8 journey through, assuring confidence 

Shall banish fears of death, — rich goodness this ! 
And, in that conflict's worst, Beneficence 

Supreme shall dread* dispel, and views of bliss 

In visions bright portray : 

Yet, shall that bliss thereafter prove 

Such as no feebleness of sense 
Could compass, until death remove 
The hind'ring dinmess, and far hence 
To things unseen, unheard, unreached in thought convey. 

All hail the end I whate'er it be, all hail ! 

All thank for gifts innumerous the while ! 
AUftpraise for all we know while yet a vaili 
The perfect hides I all penitence that, vile, 
Blind hearted, such our sight ! 
The day of earth shall one day set ; 
And, though already oft beguile, 
Its lonest hours bright forethoughts, yet, 
Its eventide the sweetest smiles 
Shall wear,]because it shines with everlasting light. 
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A B C D B P. 

A. 

WhcU if each had it 8 Deify 
It toere summed t &c. 

Sect. ii. pp. 16, 17. 

The indulgence of imagination indicated in this and tUe two following 
stanzHS onreo its origin to what is, probably, after all, an erroneous new 
system of uranial tlieory, which, as the reader will be aware, has recently 
been proposed ; viz : that there are sundry and numerous universes, besides 
our own, in far remote regions of space; each of them separated from other 
by immeasurable latitudes of darkness : the sufficiency of warrant for which 
suggestion the writer of these pages is far from intending to maintain, or to 
proiess himself at present any convert or partizan thereto. Let it here, 
then, again be repeated that such a scheme has been only recognised to the 
extent of a visionary fancy, such as were allowable to a poet for the embel- 
lishment of a dry fragment of his verse. The subject nas been resumed, 
and, it is trusted, more soberly and more unexceptionably considered, and 
freed from timorous surmises, in the 8tb Section of the Work. 

B. 

Hive at ye, here, ye seven, &c. &c. 

Sect. V. p. 35-38. 

My verse, at this part, has a semblance of severity ; a temper ever to be 
deprecated as an impulse to a priestly pen : I trust it is only righteous in- 
dignation that the beneficent Qift of the Divine Word to man should have 
so recklessly, and, as it is admitted, with the rashmess of but a momentary 
reflection, been assailed. Here are men, to whom, quite apparently as 
regards the ** Seven," and quite demonstrably as regaras thelate Head of 
the Zulu Mission, if the question were put ' Have ye eyer yet read the Old 
Testament throughout in the language in which it was written before you 
made it the subject of your injurious criticisms ?' the confession which an 
upright conscience would have to render must be ' We have never so read 
it ; we know little or nothing of the Hebrew tongue or of its auxiliary cog- 
nates.' Is it fair, then, with such pretensions, to depreciate the value of 
the Sacred Testimony, were it only for their own use of it, much less to 
endeavour to undermine it in the confidence of many ; and immediately an 
exuberant imagination has entertained some strange and new notion con- 
cerning it, to broach it in all its crudeness for the expected acquiescence of 
the public, regardless of the mischievous disturbance which it must doubt- 
less originate ? There was a story current at Oxford while I was an under- 
graduate, that a student having lamented to one who is still an ornament to 
that University as the Head of one of its Colleges, concerning Aristotle's 
Rhetoric, " I have read it through two or three times and I cannot under- 
stand it," the answer was ** I read it through nineteen. times before I began 
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to understand it." It is beyond controTenv that bad tbe late Zulu prelate 
known, even, that elementary principle of tbe Hebrew language tbat it has 
a Hiphil or Causatiye sense to one of its Voices, he would not have troubled 
the Church with any of his puerile calculations of how much the High 
Priest had to carry of weights or quantities, when it sufficed for all fair 
interpretation, nay, this is precisely what is stated, that he caiued it to be 
earned by others. 

I wish, howeyer, here, to add one obserration more to those contained in 
Note 1 on page 37 ; yiz : that it should be borne in mind that Moses appears 
to have been specially gifted with a more than ordinary measure of natural 
force and yitality. At 120 years his ** eye was not dim," nor, as our Version 
giyes it, his " natural force abated." Most worthy of note, as bearing on 
Colenso's cayil, are the renderings of this clause by other chief Versions of 
the Scriptures. The LXX., according to one MS., attribute great strength 
to that region of the trunk of the body from whence the yoice proceeds :- 
'*Ov8c ip0dfrfi<rtuf rit x^^^f^"^ aifTov :** to which word vcXc^ym Old Scapula 
assigns the meaning *<conyexa dorsi pars:" other MSS., howeyer, read 
XcA.^f'ia, (see Origen's Hexapla,) ** his lips ;" and (rtaywyy (Basil,) " his 
cheek." The Latin Vulgate renders it " Nee dentes illius moti sunt." 

a 

That grave serenity, my fancy w, 
yot only seen was, (mt imparted then. 
Sect. y. p. 51. 

Sufficient reason does not leem yet 'assigned, perhaps, why the presence 
of that superhuman yisitor should have been made apparent to the organ of 
sight. It may fairly be objected,— 'If the design of the yisit were to 
minister an inward fortitude or forbearance, whnt need was there for a 
yisible appearance thereunto V The answer is that such fortitude and such 
forbearance would be greatly aided by the pledge thus giyen that signal 
protection would not be found lacking when the occasion of need should 
arriye. The following stanzas should haye succeeded to this stanza, and 
probably may succeed to it in a future Edition :— 

If yet, perhaps, hereto it be deraurr'd,— 

' Why need such heay'nly yisitant be seen, 
An inward frame to render V 'tis ayerr'd,— 
It was, besides, a pledge which since has been 
In awful guise outbome, 
That, in such need as seldom is 

A human lot, should interyene 
That arm of might, such injuries 
As few assail to fend between 
And hallow'd paths assailed through paraphrons forlorn. 

Full oft these hands to one such ignorant, 

Whom fractur'd limb and groin sore ruptured 
Had thence rebuked where cruel coyenant 
Was drawn, and through a felon's chilsome bed. 
Have meekly borne relief ; 
While other hath with idiot eye, 

Wherefrom the mental sense was fled. 
The dole received, and witlessly 
Looked wildly on while words were said 
All tenderly designed to mitigate her grief. 
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" Am I a man under authority ? 

Say I * Do this V doeth my serrant it ?" 
Not feu de joie but feu d'efironterie ? 
I know not : but himself his fusil hit : 
Ah roe ! ere mom he dies ! 
T* a wizard over boorish meet 

That sprang as president to sit. 
To frame a writing to entreat 
" Go homeless from our precincts " writ, 
To him soon home bereayed the wronged a home supplies ! 

Observed of many, and the frequent theme 

Of uttered marvel or of silent dread 
Such incidents have been ; not quire nor ream 
Could duly tell them ; and they would be read 
Incredulously then : 
I have the task begun, but shrink : 

The roll before High Heav'n is spread : 
And when on Tzalmaveth's lune bnnk. 
Or numbered with the trusted dead, 
Then haply deeds of angels shall be talks of men. 

Meanwhile two covetings be mine ! in dust 

And ashes, meek, all meek, to lie ! 
For on the wondrous past while musing must 
In deepest depths tliat victor's ' Who am I?' 
Self discontent declare : 
And while I mourn for SOMK sinobre, 
Thouoh fbw, yblent misleaders by, 
Spirits of both, ye shall be dear 
My spirit to, and fervently 
I will your weal desire and all your sorrows share. 

Th' apostrophe is main part of the plea,— 
" Dearly beloved,"— when revenge is banned : 
Means it beloved of me, and such as me. 
Who this good mind in Heav'nly stead command? 
Such love well cover may 
Much ribald hate : means it beloved 

Of Heav'n ? let hand then join in hand 
To harm, revile, defame ; reproved 
It is :— be meek, then, patient, bland ; 
Who injVeth them beloved One is that will repay. 

D. 

The mind its best ddinhts 
And peto'rs shall then not strict confine 
To period iev'n, biU yield to two divisions more. 
Sect. vi. p. 61. 

Magnificent examples has the present period of our country's history 
afforded us of the extension of the vivacity of intellectual preeminence and 
exalted usefulness to an eleventh, and a twelfth, nay, to a thirteenth of such 
seven-year divisions of human life. Saw we not this exemplified, (to refer 
first to the departed,) in our late Lord Chief Justice, the good and amiable 
Lord Campbell ; and in the deceased chancellor Lord Lyndhurst ; and in 
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him who. while the hero of all our battles, steered as easily through rough 
as through tranquil waters the heairy burdened yessel of the State ? See 
we this not yet more admirably, nay, giarantically, well nigh transcendently, 
exhibited in the bright eyentide of our Brougham, still spared to us as the 
light of the century, the far more than Bacon of the age, the stay of all 
true philosophy ; and, to the great joy of the Christian Church of our 
country, now, in the OTening of life, in all meekness of wisdom bearing his 
earnest testimony to the simplicity and saving efficacy of the great evangelical 
doctrines of the Christian Truth ? Shall I not be permitted to add to this 
illustrious catalogue, and in a like supereminence, the lengthened life, (may 
it be prolonged to a century I) of our most noble Premier,— a mind, his, 
also, verily, found ready for every contingency,— a devotedness to every 
utility, a vigour, an ubiquity unwearied wherever civil or political improve- 
ment, wherever science or art, wherever commerce or national honor, 
wherever philosophy or piety, or any and all benevolence might hope to 
receive encouragement and furtherance from his mellifluous and enlightened 
suffrage ? 

Yet once more, and finally : shall I, unhappily, transgress the fair bounds 
of discretion, in regard of what is due to a more retiring but equally 
exemplary privacy, if I venture here to give utterance to a very deeply felt 
and universally entertained conviction, in this more immediate locality, of 
the inappreciable value of the yet more lengthened life, yea, even verging 
into a fourteenth seven-year period, of that venerable and venerated noble- 
man, which has been, to the whole of this district, for a large portion of a 
century, for a quarter of a century during my own observation of it, the 
origin and maintenance of every rea% philanthropic combination ; the ready, 
munificent countenance of every just and noble purpose ; and the bulwark 
of the fabric of the Church., and of all its best aims and interests, nay,,in 
some parts, its very vitality, in every judicious and religious enterprise ? 
May this invaluable life, also, be long yet spared among us I 



B. 

'*Non€ danceth unless di-unk or mad" 

Sect. vi. p. (>6. 

Aught else than agreeable to any writer were a conviction or apprehension 
that bis code of morality were unnecessarily austere ; the design of this 
whole Section is to plead that a cheerlbss view of ufe, (see page 58.) is 
an ERRONEOUS view of it : it is no satisfaction to a teacher of righteousness 
to add sadness or terror to its tenets by a superstitious estimate of their 
claims. Let us, however, have in fair array before us how the vexata qamstio 
of the Dance stands as matter of record on the pages of the histories of 
nations ; then let every one be fully persuaded in his or her own mind ; and 
if we, for our part, venture to dissuade from so prevalent and popular a 
divertisement, as being a remnant of idolatry and of the licentiousness and 
silliness of barbarous times and countries, we commend, as substitutes for 
it, far better and more elevating sources of innocent recreation and enjoyment. 

Foremost, in the way of apology, on the tongue or in the pen of every 
advocate of this fashionable indulgence, is the challenge 'Did not David 
dance when he brought home the ark ?' Was his, then, a dance in any sort 
like to that of modern entertainment ? Was it a polka, a waits, a ftmdango ? 
Wonderfully respondent, if it were so, to the occasion for sacred gladness 
which he wks then inaugurating I ! Was it a dance with others of a different 
sex, or a dance wifcli any ? Moreover, even, such as it was, it brings out an 
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important testimony from Miohal, who mistook it for an ordinary dancing, 
wlien she upbraids him by complaining that he had degraded himself, like 
one of the vain fellows, before the handmaids of his servants. 

As far as actual instances of anything like festal tripudiation are recorded 
in Scripture, out of eight such occaaions it is, at least, worthy of note that 
in six of them the penormers either caused or came to grief. Two of those 
occasions were during the lax rule of the Judges, when, as it is added as a 
comment to one of them, " every man did what seemed right in his own 
eyes." One of these, the dancing of Jephtlia's daughter, was the dance of 
death to her ; while the other, that of the daughters of Shiloh, rendered the 
opportunity of their being seized and carried captive by a promiscuous 
violence. The dancing enacted when David returned from the overthrow 
of Goliath was the cause of Saul's enmity against him ; while that of the 
daughter of Herodias was the unhallowed bait which procured St. John 
Baptist's beheading. The riotous revelry of Israel, when they had molten 
their gold into the idol calf, while it connects such a practice with idolatrous 
licentiousness, provoked that righteous judgment which brake for them the 
Tables of the Law in pieces ; when, also, all that were on the Lord's side, 
adverse to that revelry, gathered themselves unto Moses and slew 3,000 
persons. A similar revelry, and more in its fit element and quarter, that of 
the folk of Amalek, issued in their being smitten the whole of one night and 
day. 

Be it, however, understood, further, that all such dancings in Israel were 
with the sexes apart : we read not of any amusement or festivity in which 
they mingled together. If men had been present with the daughters of 
Shiloh, the Benjamites would not so easily have secured their prey ; there 
would, at the least, have been a conflict. The dancing of Miriam was with 
the women of Israel. At the time of the commencement of the Christian 
Era the elders of the Jews, the members of the Sanhedrim, the rulers of 
the synagogues, the doctors of the schools, and other persons deemed 
venerable for their age and piety, danced together in the court of the 
Temple, to the sound of the Temple Music, every evening during the Feast 
of Tabernacles. Dr. Jennings observes of this " All the sport was to see 
these venerable fathers skip and dance, clap their hands and sing ; and they 
who played the fool most egregiously, acquitted themselves with the most 
honor." 

After all that has been said by the advocates of the ballet concerning the 
feat of David, it should in fairness be stated that the ordinary Hebrew word 
for dancing, that which is used concerning Miriam, and the daughter of 
Jephtha. and the virgins of Shiloh, &c., is not used concemmg David, but 
three other words, none of which signify more than a leaping, or ywmjAmg, 
or skipping about for joy. Two of these are used in the account given of 
it, 2 Sam. vi., and one in that of 1 Ghron. xv. 29. If these signify dancing, 
then not only horses had their dances but chariots likewise, (Nahum iii. 2,) 
and cedars, calves and unicorns, (Psalm xxix. 6,) and rams and hills and 
mountains. (Ps. cxiv. 4). 

It is in the manly and noble mind of the Roman that we find our strongest 
testimony against this gross frivolity. He is our staple authority for asserting 
the despicable point of view in which both the dancer and the stage player 
were regarded oy that people. Among the ancient Greeks, also, altnough 
there were religious dancings, and Pindar makes even Apollo, a god, dance, 
and another writer Jupiter ; yet, writes Potter in his Antiquities, " Wanton 
and effeminate dances were thought to be indecent in men of wisdom and 
character ; whence Hippoclides the Athenian, having been designed by 
Clisthenes, king of Argoe, for his daughter's husband, was rejected for his 
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light Rnd unbeeoming danoet and gestures ; as Herodotus informs ui, lib. 
vi. c. 28. 

It is undeniably evident from the writings of Suetonius that whaa Nero, 
or other of the Cassars, among other exoesses and enormities, appeared 
upon the stage as dancers and actors of plays, they utterly degraded them- 
selves in the eyes of their people ; and the historian records it as part and 
parcel of their shame. Would that our rural magnates, our yiW&ge prineipes, 
could become cognizant of the growing feeling of disesteem for their Order 
likewise, on the part of the tiers etdtf and of the central classes, which their 
custom now becoming prevalent of turning themselves into pantomimical 
buflfoons is producing in many a district ! It is a vast evil. A diseased, 
vitiated taste, the result of neglected education among the gentilities, is 
leavening in among us. We are at risk of drifting from our moorings into 
the bewildering vortex of a semi-infidel demoralization. Who are they that 
take the lead in this ? With the exception of a few well meaning but 
weak minded coadjutors, will it not be found that they are the devotees of 
levity, - that while dunces to the mental progress of these times, they " seek 
in their hearts to lay hold on folly V* If they really like suoh degenerate 
carnivals, and various reckless comicalities, for their own diversions, yet, at 
leasf, let them restrict the extravagation to themselves, and not, as the 
sad course is now pursuing, be found thrusting aU this on the reception 
of their various vicinity dependents, the ranks of the tradesman or the 
poor. Depend they may fully upon the correctness of our assurance that 
the million like it not but despise it ; and that the blush of a virtuous dislike 
to it would be found very easily perceptible on many an honest countenance 
of those who are besought by them to come and be witnesses to their 
pursuits. 

F. 

Base int*rests such as these we judge there wHl be none. 

Sect. ix. p. 92. 

Bishop Butler in his Analogy, seems to have contemplated, though dimly, 
the possibility that some of these moral virtues may be only of sublunary 
continuance :— '* Nor is our ignorance what will be the employment [of 
heaven,] nor our consequent ignorance what scope or occasion there will be 
for the exercise of veracity, justice, and charity, any proof that there will be 
no sphere of exercise for such virtues : much less is our ignorance any proof 
that there will be no occasion for that frame of mind or character which is 
formed by the daUp practice of those virtues here, and is a result of it,** 
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